Reports for October 1, 2024 Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod Meeting

We Gather before God
Worship Host: St. John’s
Call to order and Constitution Moderator: H. Bryant

Land Acknowledgement

Roll & Regrets Clerk: C. Persaud
Consent Agenda

Adoption of minutes
Regular meeting: September 17

Correspondence

Approval of Docket

Prayers for the work of the congregations within the Presbytery —
Moderator/appointee

Interim Moderators’ Reports
Calvin Hungarian — Bruce Clendening
Knox, Calgary — Greg Smith, Clay Kuhn

Committee Reports
Presbytery Care and Resources Committee — Sandra Cameron Evans

Request for a consultation — Maren McLean Persaud, Christian Persaud or Tom
Paasuke

The request is for the purpose of seeking information, clarification, or general
advice on how to proceed with a matter that concerns the presbyter.

Actions of the Moderator
Transition Report

The transition team of the presbytery is inviting you to discuss the
following questions in small groups. The team will report back at the next
presbytery meeting. Here are the questions we'll be discussing -- you now
have a chance to consider them prior to our meeting.

I. Do you feel connected with others in the presbytery? What connections
have been helpful to do your own presbytery work?
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ii. What would help the presbytery build capacity to do its work?

ilii. If we were to put together a two-page annual report, what would you
include?

Clerk’s report — Christian Persaud

Reports on Partnerships:

Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Medicine Hat: Dick Bide, Helen Snortland

Enthusiasms and Concerns Moderator
Prayers for the world and our role in it Moderator/Appointee
Time and place of next meeting Moderator

The next regular meeting of the Presbytery will take place at 1:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 5, 2024 at Varsity Acres, Calgary. A light lunch will be
served at noon.

Adjournment
Benediction




Reports for October 1, 2024 Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod Meeting

We Gather before God

Worship Host: St. John’s, Medicine Hat

Adoption of Minutes - Clerk

Regular meeting: September 17, 2024

Correspondence - Clerk

Recommendation 1: that the correspondence be dealt with as indicated below.

Receive for Information

24-125 [ J. Morris, Condolences for Rev. McKay, distributed

24-127 N. Cocks, Sympathies on The Rev. Diane Beach, distributed

24-128 M. Rozsa de Coquet, Clergy Care request, distributed

24-129 S. Cameron Evans, Labyrinth Cafe at St. Giles, distributed

24-130 S. Andri, VST Explorer's Weekend, distributed

24-135 Crieff Hills, Autumn events, distributed

24-136 C. Gale, further IGP support, distributed

Refer to the Clerk

24-126 |. Gray, Transfer Presbytery Certificate to Waterloo-Wellington

24-131 D. Muir, Clerk’s Consultation

24-133 K. Plater, Revised 2023 statistical reports - presbytery copy

24-134 | J. Borthwick, Ministry Forum

24-137 T. Ariyaratnam, Adding a carbon footprint to GA invoice

Refer to Clergy Care and Resource

24-132 W. Lee, Application to Gladys Black Fund

Business Arising
Notices of Motion

Interim-Moderators’ Reports

Interim Moderator’s Report for Calvin Church — Bruce Clendening
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Interim Moderators’ Report for Calvin Hungarian Presbyterian Church for September
2024

Interim Moderator: The Rev. Bruce Clendening
Life of the Congregation:

The work of the Interim Moderator at Calvin Hungarian Presbyterian Church has been
continuing through the summer. This has included meeting with the Session, attending
worship, and arranging pulpit supply. Combined studies and devotionals for the Session
continue. The Session holds meetings monthly. The latest one took place at the church
on September 11™. It was reported that the finances of the congregation are in good
order.

Pulpit supply has been arranged through to the 20th of October. Confirmation from one
more person will make that complete to the end of that month. On a rotation basis,
members of the Session and congregation continue to assist by welcoming people into
the worship service and leading significant portions of them in Hungarian.

The financial health of the congregation remains stable. Many repairs have been
completed in the Manse and church, and the manse is almost ready for occupancy,
except for a few small hardware items.

All documents have been submitted by the Rev. Kasa by June 6th. The congregation is
still waiting to hear from IRCC (Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada) about
his application. The congregation has retained an immigration lawyer who has been
helpful in the past. We await further information from Immigration

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Bruce Clendening

Interim Moderator’s Report for Knox Church Calgary — Greg Smith (Transitional
Leadership), Clay Kuhn (Pastoral Care and Worship)
Co-interim Moderators' Report, G. Smith
Interim Moderator’s Report
Knox Presbyterian Church
Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod
October 1, 2024

Terms of Reference

Rev. Greg Smith (Interim Moderator, Transitional Leadership)
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Communicate regularly with the Co-Interim Moderator (Rev. Clay Kuhn) to confirm
that pastoral care and pulpit supply are in place.

Pulpit supply has been arranged up to December by Rev. Clay Kuhn.
Rev. Kuhn has submitted his resignation as Co-interim Moderator, effective

October 31, 2024.*
*this date has been corrected from the previous report

Ensure that the terms of the Settlement Agreement with Rev. Mark Tremblay are
concluded.
The agreement was concluded, effective January 31, 2024.
Knox is presently and faithfully making repayments of the Presbytery loan which
enabled them to meet the terms of the agreement.
Provide short-term transitional and interim leadership to the congregation,
ensuring information is shared and questions and concerns are addressed.
Moderate Session and congregational meetings.
Work with the Session and the congregation to facilitate a realistic assessment of
the general viability of the congregation and of any current proposals, including
guidance on asset management.
Work with the Session and the congregation to explore any possible options to
carry forward their mission and vision and to facilitate a focused plan for the

immediate future.

(see summary update below)

Congregational Meeting September 15, 2024

A congregational meeting was held on September 15, 2024.

A thorough review of the past year and Knox’s current capacity was presented.

On the basis of a motion previously adopted by the congregation on June 25 of 2023,

Session, through the Interim Moderator, has now communicated to the Presbytery the
congregation’s desire to move forward with the sale of the building.




Reports for October 1, 2024 Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod Meeting 6

Within the context of moving forward with steps for the sale of the building, three options
from the Session were presented to the congregation:

1. sale of the building and dissolution.
2. sale of the building and amalgamation.

3. sale of the building and continuation of a Presbyterian presence in some other
form.

Two possible variations were presented within the third option.

a) Knox devolving from a congregation and continuing its presence as an
independent preaching point or mission.

b) seeking amalgamation with another Presbyterian church with a commitment to
discuss the possibility of a continuing Presbyterian presence in Rutland Park

An intentional process of individual and group discernment was followed by an open
discussion of the options and variations.

A motion was formed around (b) of the third option and was adopted by the
congregation.

The adopted motion mandates the Session and Interim Moderator to continue and
engage in conversations with potential partners around the possibilities for a continuing
Presbyterian presence in Rutland Park while moving forward with steps for the sale of
the building.

The proposed actions were thoroughly reviewed, before and after adoption of the
motion, to ensure that all those in attendance were clear on the actions and the next
steps.

The actions taken and going forward will be reiterated and thoroughly communicated
again to the congregation in upcoming communications.

Next steps

There is an immediate need to establish a transitional support team to support Knox in
key operational areas. | am consulting with the Congregational Care and Resource
Committee and will be bringing a recommendation for such a team to the Presbytery for
consideration in October.

| have communicated with the Trustee Board of The Presbyterian Church in Canada to
notify them of the impending sale of the building, to consult on the particularities of the
situation at Knox and to clarify process and requirements.
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| am following up and engaging with potential partners around the concept of a
continuing Presbyterian presence in Rutland Park.

| am following up with the next available steps for the sale of the building and will be
providing an update to the Presbytery in October.

The exact next steps for the sale of the building will be shaped by our conversations
around what form a possible continuing presence in Rutland Park might take.
Amalgamation or dissolution would engage the process differently and both would
involve follow up meetings and formal motions from the congregation. We will be
prioritizing clarity in this part of our conversations so a defined direction for the sale and
an outline of next steps can be detailed and provided to the Presbytery.

Report regularly to the Presbytery.

Maintain open communication with the Presbytery and Congregational Care
Committees during this transitional period.

The Presbytery Care and Resources and Congregational Care and Resources
Committees and Presbytery will be informed of any developments and regular reports to
the Presbytery will be filed.

| will be requesting an emergent meeting in October to deal with necessary actions to
support Knox’s operations and to update on our progress, the unfolding process and
next steps.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Greg Smith
Interim Moderator (Transitional Leadership)

Interim Moderator’s Report for St. John’s — Peter Baek

Committee Reports

Clergy Care and Resources Committee — Mary Rozsa de Coquet (Convener)

Mission Care and Resources Committee — Vacant

Presbytery Care and Resources Committee — Sandra Cameron Evans (Convener)

Incorporating Retreat Learnings
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Of the four overarching themes of connection, commitment, capacity and
communication, it was felt that a good focus for the committee would be ‘commitment’.
We will be working to foster fuller participation at presbytery meetings and stressing that
when presbyters are absent from meetings, we miss their voices.

As well, there was discussion that ministers on the Appendix, while having a voice at
meetings, do not have a vote. The extensive involvement of some ministers as Interim
Moderators and committee members, has sustained the presbytery, especially in recent
years, and yet they cannot make motions or show their support for the work they do. An
overture to address this is being prepared.

Investment of Presbytery Funds

Further discussion on an investment document has identified the importance of it being
consistent with the beliefs and practices of the presbytery. It needs to state the
expected rate of return of investments and the importance of regular review and
reporting. This will be shared with presbytery at a future meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra Cameron Evans

Treasurer’s report — Phil Gaiser

Request for a consultation — Maren McLean Persaud, Christian Persaud or Tom
Paasuke

The request is for the purpose of seeking information, clarification, or general advice on
how to proceed with a matter that concerns the presbyter.

Actions of the Moderator
Transition Team Report
October Preshytery Meeting

The Transition Team met on September 19 and spent some time catching up and
coordinating the work of the committees to avoid duplication of effort. The work of the
visitation teams, and how it relates to both Congregational Care and Clergy Care, was
discussed and it was agreed that the discussion/conversation starters pages are now at
the point where the coordination of the visitation and activities can reside with
Congregational Care, as outlined in the committee terms of reference. This will occur
over the next month or so and will come back to presbytery for final approval.

We note that this team continues to moderate the Mission Care and Resource Team.
The priority for Transition Team involvement is to ensure that the Trinity Fund processes
and procedures are set up so that we can begin using the fund effectively. As yet, we
have not identified an individual through our request for assistance postings; Mary LIl
will connect with some of her contacts, and we are hopeful we can find someone to
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complete this bit of work for MCRC and presbytery approval. Once this is done, we will
be addressing the need for this committee to identify a convener for ongoing work.

The GP position has been reposted on the PCC website and Sandra will look into the
deadlines for posting in the Presbyterian Connections paper.

The Transition Team noted that it had been a couple of years since we carried out a
survey of congregations, and that the last one had been very instructive to the
presbytery as it strove to work out how best to live out its mission and vision. There is
now the opportunity to check in again to see whether there are any improvements in the
perceptions of presbytery, and to get input on what kind of capacity-building and
connection events the congregations would like.

We would like to take some time at the presbytery meeting to check in with presbyters
on their own perceptions. This will also help to bring the retreat recommendations to life
for those who could not attend, and to remind those of us who did attend, and to build
on the work.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather Bryant
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The transition team of the presbytery is inviting you to discuss the following questions in
small groups. The team will report back at the next presbytery meeting. Here are the
guestions we'll be discussing -- you now have a chance to consider them prior to our
meeting.

i. Do you feel connected with others in the presbytery? What connections have been
helpful to do your own presbytery work?

ii. What would help the presbytery build capacity to do its work?

iii. If we were to put together a two page annual report, what would you include?

Clerk’s report — Christian Persaud

Synod

October 18-19 at First Presbyterian Church, Edmonton, AB

For information, including accommodation, please refer to message emailed on
September 16, with the subject “Details/Registration Synod”

Contact the Synod Clerk, Rev. Harry Currie, to confirm your attendance or send regrets.
minister@firstpresbyterian.ca 780-232-1160



mailto:minister@firstpresbyterian.ca
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Synod is looking into livestreaming, but will not have hybrid interactive meeting.
Everyone is encouraged to come and participate in fellowship, education and the
business of the court.

Congregational Records Check

The clerk will be contacting congregations about the annual records check. This is
typically requested in October each year, but occurred later than usual the most recent
time.

General Assembly Commissioners for 2025

There are 13 clergy on the Constituent Role, which means we can send 6
representatives (three teaching elders and three ruling elders) to the General Assembly.
The clerk will contact the relevant congregations (according to the rotation list approved
in June) and clergy.

Please deal with these requests at your October session meetings as Presbytery must
approve the names of its commissioners at the November meeting.

Congregational Fire Drills
Congregations are expected to hold fire drills annually, and inform the clerk when
completed. The following congregation(s) are overdue to complete a fire drill:

e St. Andrew’s (Lethbridge) — scheduled for October 13, 2024

e St. Giles (Sept)

e Valleyview (Sept)

The following congregations are due to complete one this month:
e Calvin Hungarian (Oct)
e Grace (Oct)
e St. Andrew’s, Calgary (Oct)
e St. John’s (Oct)

Please note that fire/emergency drills are part of the Leading with Care Policy of The
Presbyterian Church in Canada. As congregations of The Presbyterian Church in
Canada it is the congregation’s responsibility to adhere to the policies of our
denomination.

Police Records Checks
Two Police Records Checks (PRC) are outstanding at the moment. A PRC is necessary
every 5 years or when clergy start a new position.
The outstanding ones are:
e Chandra Mannix (New Ministry) — in progress, to be received

e Jin Woo Kim — no update
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Study and Report

This year there are two Study and Report Documents from the 2024 GA. The first deals
with a response to an overture that asked for guidance regarding ruling elders acting as
interim moderators. The second regards the proposed new guidelines for Review of
Ministry.

The clerk will be in contact with individuals to form the Remits and Study Papers Team.

2025 Presbytery Budget
Everyone is reminded that budget requests for 2025 should be in to our Presbytery
Treasurer by early October. Phil Gaiser — pgaiser@bsci.ca

Deadlines

Nominations for GA Moderator 2025 is November 29, 2024
Memorials and Petitions are due April 1, 2025

Referred Overtures are due February 1, 2025

Unreferred Overtures are due April 1, 2025

Prayers for the work of the congregations within the Presbytery — Moderator/appointee

Reports on Partnerships:
Calgary Council of Churches: Vacant

Camp Kannawin Representative: Vacant

Chair of Christian Thought Advisory Council: Mary Rozsa de Coquet — No Report
Received

Calgary Interfaith Council: Mary Rozsa de Coquet — No Report Received
Indigenous Gathering Place: Cathy Gale — No Report Received

Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Lethbridge: Karen Robbins — No Report Received

Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Medicine Hat: Dick Bide, Helen Snortland

Just Love Them

They come from Alberta and Saskatchewan, from Africa, Asia and the Americas, from
Refugees camps and Reservations; they come from the Caribbean, and they come from
Coulee Collegiate. And he said, “Just Love Them!” Covid Protocols were still in place
when | began at the college on November 1, 2021 and to my aging ears the masks
reduced most conversations into mumbles. | was desperate! | asked the veteran
instructor, “How do | reboot this Campus Ministry and how do | start a Bible Study on
campus like you had years ago.” He looked me in the eyes and said “George, just love
them, and God will take care of the rest!”
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“'m mad at you,” she said. A couple days

. earlier she had invited me to join the cratft circle
{ in the Omahksipiitta room. | said | would come.
However the day was hectic, | was tired and still
had several things to do so | skipped craft circle.

" When | saw her a few days later she said, “I'm
mad at you.” | apologized and gave my
excuses...and she laughed and said “that’'s OK”
and then she graduated. She came back to the
college for the first craft circle of the new
semester. She told me that she was starting her
new job at the hospital the next day. As | was
leaving an hour and a half later, | walked over to
her and we quietly prayed — “Creator God, |
thank you for , thank you for this new job
which you gave her, bless her and make it everything she has dreamt of and more!” and
| slipped out.

.
My First Stab at Beading!

o

“l want to go to Church!” They were mostly international students attending our first
“huddles lunch meeting” of the year, and we were talking about things that we wanted to
do in Canada. He was the first to speak. “| want to go to church, | have never been to
church in my life, and | want to go.” Immediately another student spoke up. “You can
come with me.” But then a problem arose. “| work most Sundays he said.” | expected
her to say, “Oh that’s too bad.” But that is not
what she said.

“We have young adults Bible Study on
Tuesdays...it’s a lot like church...you can
come with me to that!” He’s excited.
“That’s Grace. That’s God’s Grace.” They
both frequent the Chaplaincy Room. He
mentioned that he received a $2500.00
scholarship and that he is now a lot less
stressed out than he used to be. Her
response: “That’s Grace-That's God’s
Grace.” | give God praise for the way
students interact with one another in the
Interfaith Room.

Gathered for Weekly Huddles

A Tale of Two Students. They frequent the
Chaplaincy Centre and were recently
baptized. When | see Students growing in their faith it reminds me of the Hymn:
“I love to tell the story;

For those who know it best
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Seem hungering and thirsting
To hear it like the rest.”

What a joy to see students growing in their Faith! Another semester of weekly Bible
Study and worship has begun! The first gathering of the semester brought a dozen
people together, with both the keyboard and guitar! We are also looking forward to our
“Chaplain’s Retreat which is scheduled for September 20-22 at Whispering Pines Bible
Camp!

You Need to Rent a Bus! Every month YXH (Medicine Hat’s Airport Code) Young
Adults meets in a different church or at the college. It brings together close to a hundred
young adults from across the city together for a time of praise and worship. | invited a
student who attended YXH Young Adults to attend the City-Wide Good Friday Service.
After the service he said; “Next year you need to rent a bus so all my friends can come!”

Your Prayers Work! “Chappy, your prayers work!” he said. A couple weeks earlier he
asked if | could pray for a job for him. We prayed. And he got a job. Every day | pray
with students! Lots of Students! We pray for healing, for exams and assignments,
against stress and anxiety, for family, for jobs, for finances, for discernment, and for a
thousand other things. Sometimes they are Christians, often they are not. | pray with
staff and faculty too!

“There is Something About This Room! It just draws you in.” She came from head
office to visit their program at Medicine Hat College. She said, “There is something
about this room...” My predecessor designed the Chaplaincy Room to be inviting.
Several lamps, couches, cushions, give the feel of a living room. But it's more than that.
God’s presence in the room is the true draw.

“Chaplain, We’re hungry. Do you have anything for us to eat?” Suppose a brother or a
sister is without clothes and daily food. 6 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep
warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?
James 2:15,16

) — T v

___ Thanks to the generosity of churches,
businesses and individuals we give out
thousands of donuts and cinnamon buns as
well as hundreds of loaves of bread, tons of
groceries, dozens of quilts as well as mitts and
toques. In August we were blessed with a
" pickup load of onions, potatoes, peppers,
tomatoes, cucumbers and corn from which we

Thank You Big Marbel Farms,
Gouw Quality Onions, Windiana
Farms and Johnson Corn!
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made up close to 150 “Welcome to Medicine Hat College Food Hampers” for our
incoming international Students!

3 / Bison Stew is on the menu for our first
community meal of the semester! Twice a month
- we gather in the community of the College

| Residence to cook and share a meal. We also

i meet once a month at our Brooks Campus. Each
time we feature a meal which is cooked by
students of various ethnic backgrounds.
September 24 is Indigenous Day!

Free Soup Wednesday is the best part of
College according to more than one student!

P

Assembling the Food Hampers

Students Gathered For Community
Cooking

The Medicine Hat Campus Ministry exists to
share the love of Jesus Christ with the entire
Medicine Hat College community.

Thank You For Your Support!
In Christ,
George

Other business: Moderator/various
News and wider awareness

Prayers for the world and our role in it Moderator/Appointee
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Time and place of next meeting Moderator

The next regular meeting of the Presbytery will take place at 1:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 5, 2024 at Varsity Acres, Calgary. A light lunch will be served
at noon.

Adjournment
Benediction




