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Called to Order &
Constitution

Treaty 7

Roll

Regrets

Appendix

The Presbyterian Church in Canada
The Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod

Alberta, Canada

Regular Meeting March 4, 2025

Gathering in God’s Name

In Alberta, via Zoom, the Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod met in regular
session on Tuesday, March 4, 2025, at 7:01 p.m.

Worship was led by the Rev. P. Baek. The Moderator, Dr. Heather Bryant,
constituted the meeting with prayer at 7:15 p.m.

In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge that we live, work, worship,
and play on the traditional territories of the Blackfoot Confederacy (Siksika,
Kainai, Piikani), the Tsuut’ina, the lyarhe Nakoda Nations, the
Otipemisiwak Métis Government of the Métis Nation within Alberta District
6, and all people who make their homes in the Treaty 7 region of Southern
Alberta.

Present with the Moderator Heather Bryant were the ministers of Word

and Sacrament: Peter Baek, Bruce Clendening, Jin Woo Kim, Christian
Persaud, Greg Smith, Laurie McKay, Chandra Mannix, and Christopher
Joiner.

Also present were ruling elders: Okelo Aballa, Sandra Cameron Evans,
John Chik, Cathy Gale, Marj Havens, Lynn Judd, Pat Kévér, Tom
Paasuke, Karen Robbins, Mary Rozsa de Coquet, and Helen Snortland.

Entering the court after the constitution, as noted in the minutes: Grant
Gunnink

Regrets were received from Minister of Word and Sacrament: Maren
McLean Persaud, Jake Van Pernis, and Daniel Surya.

Ministers on the Appendix also present: Heather Carlson and Mark
Tremblay. Regrets were received from Rod Ferguson.

Also present: Phil Gaiser (Treasurer) and Judie Coleman (Minute
Secretary), Mary Jardine and Deirdre Harris (Mission Care and Resource
Co-Conveners).
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Courtesies

Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda
Minutes
Feb 4 & 18

Consent Agenda
Correspondence

The Court welcomed Frank Tigley, Doug Bonar, and Simon Tibui from
Centennial and Heather Carlson (Medicine Hat).

Consent Agenda

MOVED by B. Clendening, seconded by L. Judd, that the following reports
with recommendations be approved by Consent Agenda. CARRIED

e Adoption of the Minutes
Regular meeting: February 4, 2025
Emergent Meeting: February 18, 2025

e Correspondence

e Business Arising

Being the Body of Christ

Adoption of Minutes - Clerk

Recommendation: Under Interim Moderator’s Report for Knox Church
Calgary (page 39/25) THAT the wording be amended to read, "it was
noted that M. Tremblay raised concerns about the January Knox Calgary
Interim Moderator’s report, namely that the report about Knox Church was
not distributed to the Ruling Elders either before or after the meeting."
CARRIED

Recommendation: That the minutes of the regular meeting held on
February 4, 2025 be accepted as amended and that the emergent
meeting on February 18, 2025 be accepted as circulated. CARRIED
Correspondence — Clerk

The Clerk presented the correspondence.

Recommendation: that the correspondence be dealt with as indicated
below. CARRIED

Receive for Information

25-012 G. Simmins, Caregivers seminar, distributed

25-013 Notice of emergent meeting 25 02 18, distributed

25-014 H. Bryant, Presbytery questionnaire, distributed

Refer to the Clerk

| 25-011 | S. Philips, Grace congregational records check
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Docket

Breakout Rooms

Prayer

Motion to
Receive

Interim
Moderator

Reports
Calvin

Knox, Calgary

| 25-015 | M. Copeland, Acknowledgement - unreferred overture

The Clerk presented the docket for the day:

Add: Stated Hour: 8:00pm regarding the retirement of Jin Woo
Kim from Centennial

Add Valleyview Voluntary Removal recommendations from
February meeting after Presbytery Care and Resource
report

It was agreed that the hours of meeting be 7:00 p.m. to the conclusion of
business.

Motion: MOVED by L. McKay seconded by J. Chik that the docket as
amended be accepted. CARRIED

Breakout Room Check-in (5-7 minutes)
Presbyters were invited to share enthusiasms and/or concerns of their own

congregations within their groups. An opportunity for sharing is next on the
agenda.

Discerning the Future of our Presbytery

The Moderator led us in Prayers for the work of the congregations within
the Presbytery.

Motion to Receive: MOVED by C. Gale, seconded B. Clendening, that
the reports be received and their recommendations considered. CARRIED

INTERIM MODERATORS’ REPORTS

Interim Moderator’s Report for Calvin Church - Bruce Clendening —
An oral report was given by the Interim Moderator. Pat Kéveér requested
prayers for Rev. Kasa who is recovering from a herniated disc.

Interim Moderator’s Report for Knox Church Calgary — Greg
Smith (Transitional Leadership)

Terms of Reference

Rev. Greg Smith (Interim Moderator, Transitional Leadership)
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Communicate regularly with the Co-Interim Moderator (Rev. Clay
Kuhn) to confirm that pastoral care and pulpit supply are in place.
Rev. Kuhn resigned as Co-interim Moderator, effective October 31, 2024.
Pastoral care is being covered on a voluntary basis by Rev. Tom Brownlee.
Worship and pulpit supply are being arranged on a voluntary basis by Jim
Picken (ordained Anglican) head of Knox’s music ministry.

These arrangements adequately meet the needs of the smaller group who
remain active at Knox and who meet to worship on Sunday mornings.
Worship is currently being planned to the end of April.

Ensure that the terms of the Settlement Agreement with Rev. Mark
Tremblay are concluded.
The agreement was concluded, effective January 31, 2024.

Knox is presently making repayments of the Presbytery loan which
enabled them to meet the terms of the agreement.

Provide short-term transitional and interim leadership to the
congregation, ensuring information is shared and questions and
concerns are addressed.

Moderate Session and congregational meetings.

At the January meeting of Session, recommendations of the Interim
Moderator and actions of the Presbytery were shared. The Session
unanimously supports the four recommendations that were passed by
Presbytery at the January meeting and welcomes the Presbytery’s support
and involvement.

Session did not meet as scheduled in mid-February because of a heating
issue. The meeting has been rescheduled for late February and will take
place after the submission of this report.

A congregational meeting, providing significant updates is being planned
for March.

Work with the Session and the congregation to facilitate a realistic
assessment of the general viability of the congregation and of any
current proposals, including guidance on asset management.

Work with the Session and the congregation to explore any possible
options to carry forward their mission and vision and to facilitate a
focused plan for the immediate future.

(see below)
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Roll

Committee
Reports
Clergy Care

Student
Oversight

Work actively continues with the Session and Presbytery to assemble
information, identify realistic pathways and provide a full report of available
options to the Congregation with recommendations from Session.

Initial and exploratory conversations with three Presbyterian churches
which have expressed possible interest in working with Knox and/or
amalgamation are being arranged and should be completed in March.

As per the prior recommendations, Joel Den Haan will be reporting on
possible terms of engagement with Avison Young. The Transition Team is
being organized to meet and assume responsibilities. The Presbytery Care
and Resource Committee is identifying assessor elders. Conversations
with Congregational Care and Presbytery Care will be undertaken to
ensure further support for Knox.

The IM has continued consultations with the Trustees of the PCC,
Presbytery Care, Congregational Care and the Moderator of Presbytery,
followed up with Unison programming personnel, and continued
communication with interested church parties for partnership and for
possible sale of the building.

G. Gunnink joined the meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Clergy Care and Resource — Mary Rozsa de Coquet (Convener)
1. Faithfulness/Professional Development:

Student Oversight

Motion: MOVED by M. Rozsa de Coquet, seconded by C. Persaud that
Okelo Aballa be recertified as a candidate for ministry in the PCC.
CARRIED

The Oversight Team for Okelo Aballa (Rev. Daniel Surya, Rev. Jean
Morris, Mary Lil Rozsa de Coquet) met Feb 21 and discussed many of the
guestions pertaining to recertification found in Appendix J of the Book of
Forms. By the end of the VST semester this April, Okelo Aballa will have
completed 66/90 credits toward his M.Div. degree. He will have eight
mandatory courses remaining with a target graduation of April 2026. In
addition to his studies, Okelo Aballa has been leading the Anyauk ministry
in NE Calgary for some seventeen years and is currently doing a field
placement under the mentorship of Rev. Greg Smith regarding the youth in
this inter-cultural ministry. Okelo Aballa hopes to answer a call to an
established church upon his graduation notwithstanding the fact that he
has a heart for church planting. Okelo Aballa is a member of Centennial
and serves on the national PWS&D Committee. As a go-forward, Rev.
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Study Leave
C. Joiner

Jean Morris will serve as Okelo Aballa’s coach and provide pastoral care
for him and his family.

Study Leave
The study leave report from Rev. Dr. Chris Joiner is as follows.

| recently returned from Austin, where | attended the 80™ Annual
Midwinters Lectures. The anniversary was significant at many levels.
We learned that the date we were meeting was the same date eighty
years prior that the Allied Army was liberating Auschwitz. Many in the
five hundred plus crowd were wondering how much history was, if not
repeating itself, at least rhyming, as Mark Twain is said to have said
(though there is good evidence he didn't). Nevertheless, each speaker
agreed that the historical moment we are in will present challenges to
the American church. | attended these hoping that there would be
wisdom shared that we in the Canadian context could also use.

John Pavlovitz is a minister ordained in the evangelical tradition who
had early experiences in the megachurch setting but became
disillusioned with what he perceived as the evangelical church's
capitulation to right-wing politics, specifically the MAGA movement. He
now occupies the online space and is a rather fiery critic of President
Trump and the MAGA movement. Truthfully, | have found him to be too
off-putting and caustic for my taste.

Perhaps as further proof that on-line personas can be quite different
from real-life ones, | found Pavlovitz to be surprisingly humble in his
lectures and open to exploring ways we can bridge many of the political
divides that plague us. He said that our faith traditions needed to be
about the work of empathy, that there was a dearth of empathic thinking
across the board. He locates that dearth primarily in a take-no-prisoners
posture in right-wing politics but acknowledges that it can also be found
on the political spectrum, and that it is up to faith communities to lift up
another way of being together.

Pavlovitz reminded us that compassion always costs somebody
something, and that the church is an inheritor of a tradition that displays
that cost most profoundly on the cross of Christ. There is a tension in
the church right now between peacekeepers and fear-givers, and that
often comes down to whether or not we are ready to bear the cost of
compassion.

Toward the end of our time together, Pavlovitz alluded to his on-line
persona by reminding us that Jesus "is a fierce public adversary
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against wolves preying on sheep," and acknowledged that he sees
his call in that light.

Reggie Williams, Associate Professor of Theological Studies at St.
Louis University, is a Dietrich Bonhoeffer scholar, and used the 80t
anniversary of the lecture series to remind us of the ongoing relevant
work of Bonhoeffer.

Bonhoeffer, in his context in Nazi Germany, tried to help the church
recognize its complicity in telling a story of the human that was based on
racial hegemony. Yet the cross of Christ has destroyed once and for all
such distinctions, bringing all of us under its cruciform story of unity and
harmony. Williams invited us to think about a familiar song:

Jesus loves the little children,

All the children of the world,

Red and yellow, black and white,

They are precious in his sight,

Jesus loves the little children of the world.

The problem is, Williams said, that people did not understand
themselves in this way until they were colonized, and, as he put it, "The
purpose of the antagonism of the binary was put into place. You need
the presence of the other as the ideal begins to be created in 1492 with
the European encounter of other bodies that were not 'white.™

There's a lot there for me to continue to unpack, but I take his larger
point that by the time Bonhoeffer comes on the scene in Germany, a
whole society had taken horrific steps that were steeped in a warped
and decidedly un-Christian view of the world and the human within the
world.

As | think about his words in relation to Grace's ongoing work of
reconciliaACTION with our indigenous neighbours, it is clear to me that
Bonhoeffer lifts up a vision of life together rooted in the cross of Christ
but extending out to any space where a conception of the human built
on domination and violence continues to hold sway. It is the ongoing
work of the church to bring the vision of the beloved community to light,
starting in the gospel of Jesus Christ faithfully proclaimed and lived.

Wendy Farley is the Rice Family Chair of Spirituality at San Francisco
Theological Seminary and spoke to us about the role of contemplative
wisdom in these fraught days in the church. Farley reminded us that
Christianity was born into the Roman Empire and wrestled with its place
in the shadow of empire until it became the official religion of the empire
in the fourth century. She argues that we have been a Roman church
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since then. Whether you agree with her assessment or not (I have a few
gualms with it), no one can deny that Christendom, which is how the
church after the fourth century was often described, was marked in the
west by a close association between the church and political power. Her
main point in lifting this up is that alongside that close association with
power there was a resistance to that association. Much of that
resistance was in the mystical, contemplative tradition. She saw that
tradition as a way for the church to "guard its heart" even as the "official"
church was in thrall to an illusion of power. She quoted, ironically, John
Calvin, who said that "the human heart is a factory of idols." The biggest
idol of all for Christendom was and is that of power.

Women contemplatives were the vanguard of resistance, the voices of
exile and wilderness proclaiming a Christianity they saw as closer to
Christ than the state church. Marguerite Porete, Julian of Norwich, and,
more recently, Sojourner Truth, were all mining the faith for the
authentic voice of Christ, a voice of love and peace, a voice that said, as
Julian proclaimed, "There is no wrath anywhere; all are beloved." Farley
summarized many of these women mystics as saying that "In the union
of all particular members is the beauty of Christ complete,” and
"Humanity is the bodying-forth of the Divine." Wendy Farley is the
daughter of the late Ed Farley, who was my professor at Vanderbilt and
a significant influence in my theological life. It was a delight to remember
him as | listened to Wendy. They both deeply love the church and long
to see it "body-forth" in the world the true life of Christ.

If there was a common theme | took from these lectures, it is one that
wasn't explicated stated but ran through each speaker like a red thread
— the cross. The cross of Christ represents a way of being in the world,
a way of viewing the world and the humans within it, as teeming with
grace. It is not a cheap grace, as Bonhoeffer famously reminded us, but
it is grace, a mark of God's deep love for the world, a sign of the
judgment of the world's idolatry and violence (a judgment that is itself
grace), and a continuing manifestation of the cost of God's compassion.

The world and the church are in a fraught position. There is much that is
unknown about what lies ahead. | do believe, though, that the call of the
church remains the same as in all the other fraught eras through which
we have passed: "Take up your cross and follow me."

There is much more for me to reflect on in these lectures, but |
wanted to share this report here as a way of thanking you for the
time and resources to attend and to let you know that | feel refreshed
and newly challenged to be a minister who preaches, teaches,
pastors, and leads in a cross-shaped way for the living of these
days. | am grateful for our life together.
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Educational
Events

Clergy Well-
Being

Stated Hour
Centennial

Congregational
Care

Educational Events

Given the number of other workshops and opportunities for presbyters this
spring, Clergy Care will not be organizing any additional clergy gatherings
apart for welcome receptions.

2. Clergy Well-Being
A welcome reception was held Feb 19 for Rev. Kasa at Grace. Eight
clergy, one presbyter and one guest attended. Thank-you to Grace for
providing the venue and set-up. Clergy Care provided a gift basket.
Rev. Rod Ferguson will be Rev. Kasa’s “buddy” on presbytery. Note: Rev
Kasa’s wife is also a minister.

A second welcome reception is being planned for Rev. Carlson: date
TBD. A presbytery buddy will soon be assigned for her.

3. Responsive Oversight
Clergy Care is organizing exit interviews for Rev. Jin Woo Kim and the
session of Centennial.

Clergy Care thinks it might help all presbyters to better understand the
follow-up after the visitations have been completed. What information will
be shared with presbytery? What happens to confidential information? In
absence of a General Presbyter, will the committee members of
Congregational and Clergy Care address any concerns that may surface in
a congregation or with clergy? It is hoped that we might have a short
discussion soon so that our process is as effective as possible.

4. Succession Planning- Clergy Care is discussing who the next
committee convener will be.

Stated Hour: 8:00 - Centennial

Motion: MOVED by C. Persaud, seconded by M. Rozsa de Coquet that
Frank Tigley (Centennial's representative elder at one time), Doug Bonar
(Clerk of Session) and Simon Tibui (Elder) be invited to sit and correspond.
CARRIED

Centennial representatives were invited to speak to Jin Woo Kim's request
to retire as minister of Centennial.

Congregational Care and Resource
Maren McLean Persaud (Convenor) — No report received

Clerk of Presbytery
Christian Persaud



The Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod via Zoom March 4, 2025 68/25

Mission Care

Survey

Trinity Fund

Goals

Mission Care and Resource— Mary Jardine & Deirdre Harris (Co-
Conveners)

Mission Survey: An action item from the Mission Survey was to create a
chat within the Presbytery regarding food security. As part of the
Preaching Grace weekend, there is a panel discussion and workshop on
Saturday, April 26 @ 1 p.m. focused on promoting food security and
justice. MCRC plans to invite the mission contacts in the Presbytery as this
could be a good starting point to the chat.

Recommendation: MOVED by C. Mannix, seconded by M. Rozsa de
Coquet that the cost of attendance for the afternoon session of Preaching
Grace on Saturday, April 26, 2025, be paid by the Trinity Fund for any
member of the Presbytery who is involved in missional work and wishes to
participate. Cost per participant is $40.00. CARRIED

Trinity Fund for Mission and New Ministries: Anyone wishing to apply
for a grant at this time should follow the process outlined in the Trinity
Fund’s Terms of Reference (TOR). With guidance from the Calgary
Foundation, MCRC is in the process of developing a simplified application
form for congregations to use and an evaluation process. Members of
MCRC will have conversations with each congregation about what they are
doing / hoping to do and will walk through application process with them.

Presbytery Partnerships: MCRC will provide a definition for presbytery
partnerships that separates it from partnerships with congregations and/or
individuals.

MCRC Committee Goals: A discussion regarding the committee goals
resulted in the following draft goals based on the 4 C’s from the Presbytery
retreat:

o Communication
= As a follow up to the Mission Survey, continue to share
information on the missional work being done by
congregations in the Presbytery.

o Connection
= Define presbytery partnerships and create a list of current
partnerships.
= Encourage congregations to work together on mission
projects.

o Commitment
= Create application guidelines and processes for the Trinity
Fund.

Capacity Building

o
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Partnerships

Chair of Christian
Thought

ECM Medicine
Hat

e Increase membership on the MCRC.

Reports of Partnerships
Chair of Christian Thought Advisory Council: Mary Rozsa de Coquet

Preaching Grace 2025 Cultivating Hope: Food, Farming and the Life of
Faith with Dr. Norman Wirzba

Norman is a leading scholar in food ethics and sustainability and a Senior
Fellow at the Kenan Institute of Ethics at Duke University. He grew up on a
farm near Lethbridge and knows Alberta well. He is passionate about the
intersections of food, creation care, ethics, justice, faith and

hope. www.normanwirzba.com

Schedule for the weekend

Friday, April 25, 7:30 — 8:30 p.m. Forget Optimism - Choose Hope:
Choosing a Life Worth Living: free public lecture in partnership with the
Chair of Christian Thought at the University of Calgary

Saturday, April 26, 9:30 a.m. — noon Food and Faith: interactive workshop
for laypeople and clergy

Saturday, April 26: 1:00 — 3:00 p.m. Promoting Food Security and
Justice: panel discussions/workshop with farming/food sector leaders,
community advocates and interested public

Sunday, April 27, 10:30 a.m.: Worship

To register and purchase tickets please visit hitps://bit.ly/Preaching
Grace2025

Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Medicine Hat: Joyce Engel

Japanese Night in the Community Kitchen

One thing our students are repeatedly told is that getting ChatGPT or
equivalent to write their papers and to do their assignments is cheating and
is a huge fail!

However, no one has told me that | can’t cheat when it comes to writing my
monthly newsletter/report. Rather than asking ChatGPT to do it though, |
simply asked a student what difference a chaplain on campus makes. Here
is the response.

“Chaplain George's programs have made the school a wonderful and
welcoming place for students. "Coffee with George" is a great opportunity
to relax with a cup of coffee, tea, or hot chocolate while sharing daily
experiences with friends. Every Thursday, the free meal at the
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Presbytery Care

Presbytery
Attendance

College brings students together, followed by fun games that help us break
the ice and build friendships. These moments make the campus feel more
like a community, where everyone is included and valued.

| truly appreciate Chaplain George’s presence and efforts. His kindness
and approachable nature make it easy to connect with him and others. The
Tuesday Community Kitchen is another highlight, allowing us to experience
food from different cultures and share meaningful conversations. Thanks to
him, I've built stronger connections with fellow students, making my college
life even more enjoyable. Thank you, George, for everything you do!”

Sharing a meal and conversation at our weekly huddles!

The student ended by writing “Thank you, George, for everything you do!”
My response to this is, “Thank You, donors and supporters, you are the
reason | can do what | do!”

In His Service,
George Koopman

P.S. In my nearly 25 years of ordained ministry | experienced a “first” this
month. Applause after prayer! And it not only happened once but twice in
the same week! The first time was during Tuesday lunch hour prayer time.
The door to the Interfaith Centre remains open while we pray, and students
come and go freely. Sensing higher than usual levels of pressure, stress
and anxiety | prayed “Holy Spirit, replace the stress and anxiety students
are experiencing with your presence in their lives.” As | said Amen, there
was applause. The same thing happened two days later at the Brooks
Campus. The applause was not limited to Christian students but came from
those who are of other religions also. | share this experience to simply
highlight how impactful and appreciated Campus Ministry is.

Presbytery Care and Resource — Sandra Cameron Evans (Convener)

Retreat Learnings (Commitment)

The Committee has been discussing the importance of every congregation
being represented at every presbytery meeting, whether it is by the
Representative Elder or an Alternate Elder, in addition to the minister(s).
This ensures that the congregation’s joys and concerns are shared and
that they are informed of presbytery activity. As a result, the following
process has been developed for presbytery to follow-up with presbyters.

Process for Contacting People About their Attendance
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Moderator Elect

While it is part of PCC polity that clergy and Representative Elders attend
presbytery meetings, their contributions to discussions and awareness of
presbytery actions are important. This process will re-enforce that
importance.

e Should presbyters miss two (2) consecutive meetings (especially if they
haven’t advised the Clerk), they will be contacted by a member of the
Presbytery Care and Resource Committee

e The conversation will:

o Allow the presbyter to identify any pastoral or other concerns that
are preventing their attendance

o Focus on ensuring the congregation is represented at presbytery
(whether it is the designated Representative Elder or an Alternate),
and stressing that their voice is important and missed

e The Clerk will advise when such a situation arises

e Should the Presbytery Care and Resource Committee feel further
action is required, communication to the presbyter’'s Session through
the Session Clerk will be prepared, including:

o Encouragement for greater attendance/involvement
o The need for an identified Alternate Elder should they not have one
o As per the Book of Forms, presbytery is a court of the church

e Annually, based on the presbytery year from September to August, a
letter will be sent from the Presbytery Clerk to each Clerk of Session
noting the attendance record of their minister and Representative Elder

RECOMMENDATION: MOVED by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by T.
Paasuke that this process be used for contacting presbyters about their
attendance. CARRIED

Knox Presbyterian Church
In response to the motion at the January presbytery meeting, work
continues to find four to five Assessor Elders.

Deputy Clerk/Presbytery Secretary

As it was agreed to continue with the two positions as they are currently,
postings are being developed that will be put on the presbytery website,
circulated to the congregations via the communication groups and shared
with Synod.

2025 Presbytery Retreat
Planning has started with the suggestion to include the 150-anniversary of
the PCC in some way.

Moderator Elect
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Chisholm Fund/
Westminster

Valleyview
Voluntary
Withdrawal

Roll

Treasurer’s
Report

RECOMMENDATION: MOVED by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by T.
Paasuke that the Rev. Laurie McKay be named Moderator Elect for the
2025-26 presbytery year. CARRIED

Westminster Church’s Application to the Chisholm Fund
The committee had no concerns with the application. See separate
attachment that went out with reports.

RECOMMENDATION: MOVED by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by T.
Paasuke that presbytery approve the application of Westminster Church to
the Chisholm Fund. CARRIED

Valleyview Voluntary Withdrawal
February 4, 2025 minutes (42/25) MOVED by S. Cameron Evans,
seconded by G. Gunnink that recommendations 1 & 2 be TABLED.

MOVED by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by L. McKay that
recommendations 1 & 2 from the February Presbytery Care and Resource
Committee be lifted from the table. CARRIED

RECOMMENDATION 1: MOVED by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by L.
McKay that presbytery appoint the Rev. Laurie McKay as interim moderator
to moderate session and congregational meetings related to voluntary
withdrawal at Valleyview church (see 5a procedures). CARRIED

RECOMMENDATION 2: MOVED by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by L.
McKay that presbytery approve the terms of reference for the Interim
Moderator as follows:

1. The Interim Moderator will moderate all considerations and discussions
related to Voluntary Withdrawal at session and congregational meetings
2. The Interim Moderator will be copied in and receive all correspondence
and reports related to Voluntary Withdrawal

3. Should the Interim Moderator be unavailable for any session or
congregational meeting, the Interim Moderator will delegate the
responsibility to another minister

4. The Interim Moderator will receive from Valleyview the remuneration
outlined in the Standing Orders of the Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod.
(Appendix C)

CARRIED

L. Judd left the meeting

TREASURER’S REPORT - Phil Gaiser
Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod
Comparative Balance Sheet
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As at 12/31/2023

Chequing Bank Account 25,110.14 -2,845.58
Investments - RBC Black Acct 10,105.00 10,105.00
Investments - RBC 376,882.02 368,595.72
Trinity Fund 950,905.66 852,506.90
Accounts Receivable 47,463.44 29,465.47
Accounts Receivable GST 71.59 16.90
Knox Loan 41,500.00 58,000.00
Total Current Assets 1,452,037.85 1,315,844.41
TOTAL ASSET 1,452,037.85 1,315,844.41
LIABILITY

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable 1,592.10 2,568.69
Accounts Payable Promotion 3,032.68 3,032.68
Prepaid Dues 810.34 1,512.86
Clerk's Conference 575.00 575.00
Youth Conferences 723.35 723.35
Youth Ministry 2,000.00 2,000.00
Total Current Liabilities 8,733.47 10,412.58
TOTAL LIABILITY 8,733.47 10,412.58
EQUITY

Owners Equity

Trinity Funds 748,790.81 743,963.81
Retained Earnings - Previous

Year 561,468.02 432,138.43
Current Earnings 133,045.55 129,329.59
Total Owners Equity 1,443,304.38 1,305,431.83
TOTAL EQUITY 1,443,304.38 1,305,431.83
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 1,452,037.85 1,315,844.41

Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod
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Comparative Income Statement

Actual
01/01/2024 to Actual 01/01/2023
12/31/2024 to 12/31/2023

REVENUE
Revenue
Dues 124,858.92 125,074.77
Grants 0.00 8,000.00
Individual donations 0.00 320.00
Revenue 124,858.92 133,394.77
Other Revenue
Investment Interest 38,419.70 10,509.85
Unrealized Gains 73,438.36 78,276.95
Total Other Revenue 111,858.06 88,786.80
TOTAL REVENUE 236,716.98 222,181.57
EXPENSE
Community
Community 1,350.00 350.00
Community 1,350.00 350.00
Missions
University of Lethbridge Grants 3,000.00 3,000.00
Medicine Hat College 1,500.00 1,500.00
Black Memorial Bursary 562.84 493.16
PWS&D 0.00 320.00
New Ministries Initiatives 7,000.00 0.00
Cyclical 0.00 -14,936.85
Missions Total 12,062.84 -9,623.69
Pastoral Effectiveness
Workshops 13,198.64 25,577.13
Police Checks 110.95 825.00
Pastoral Effectiveness Total 13,309.59 26,402.13
Payroll Expenses
Student Ministry 825.00 21,120.00
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PCC Medical & Dental Ins
Total Payroll Expense

General & Administrative
Expenses

Chair of Christian Thought
Website

Presbytery Retreat
Promotion

Synod Dues

General Assembly Meals
Clerk - Secretarial

Clerk - Honorarium
Treasurer

Travel

GST Non Recoverable
Insurance

Bank Charges

Office Supplies
Miscellaneous Expenses
Photocopy Expense

Zoom

Total General & Admin. Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSE

NET INCOME

March 4, 2025

75/25

0.00 289.37
825.00 21,409.37
1,000.00 1,000.00
1,539.92 1,200.00
12,497.19 0.00
0.00 300.00
31,861.00 30,534.00
0.00 1,238.00
1,323.00 866.25
11,027.18 10,599.98
600.00 600.00
13,900.66 3,756.20
54.70 16.90
1,691.56 3,639.51
73.72 113.80
7.48 203.53
220.19 0.00
112.50 46.00
214.90 200.00
76,124.00 54,314.17
103,671.43 92,851.98
133,045.55 129,329.59

Subsequent to year end, the Presbytery received $50,534.99
from The Presbyterian Church in Canada. These funds are
related to the closure of St. Andrew’s Fort Macleod, dissolved

December 31, 1999.

Presbytery Fund

New
Balances Ministries Black Riverside Trinity
Interest 1,754.01 69.35 225.55
Expenses (33,481.85) (941.42)
Closing Balance - Dec 31, 2021 244,996.11 10,069.36 35,810.07
Interest 620.92 108.81 102.45
Expenses (28,540.10) (115.31)
Closing Balance - Dec 31, 2022 217,076.93 10,178.16 35,912.52 776,780.01
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Interest 8,310.10 420.00 1,374.80  75,726.89
Expenses / returns 14,936.85 (493.16)
Closing Balance - Dec 31, 2023 240,323.88  10,105.00  37,287.31 852,506.90
Interest 15,423.65 635.35 2,344.45  98,398.76
Expenses (7,000.00) (562.84)
Closing Balance - Dec 31, 2023 248,434.31 10,177.52 39,631.76 950,905.66
New Ministry Initiatives in 2024
$4,200 to Knox Bassano for digital piano
$2,800 to Calvin Hungarian for weekend events
Black Fund awarded $562.84 to Okelo Aballa.
Financial MOVED by C. Persaud seconded by M. Rozsa de Coquet, that the
financial statements as at December 31, 2024, be received. CARRIED
Request a Request a Consultation — Maren McLean Persaud, Christian Persaud or

Consultation

Moderator &
Transition Team

Clerk’s Report

Tom Paasuke

The request is for the purpose of seeking information, clarification, or
general advice on how to proceed with a matter that concerns the
presbyter.

Moderator and Transition Team

Thanks to all who attended the emergent meeting on February 18; it has
been good to see so many pulpit vacancies filled over the past 18 months,
and | know we all share the St. John’s congregation’s joy at being able to
move forward.

The presbytery questionnaire is still in circulation at the time of writing this
report, with 50 responses and several days to go until the deadline. An
overview of response distribution by congregation will be given at the
March presbytery meeting, with a fuller report of the results expected in
April.

CLERK’S REPORT - Christian Persaud

Updates
e The April in-person presbytery meeting will take place at Grace

instead of Centennial. The time and format will remain the same.

e A Memorial Record for Rev. Diane Beach will be sent to the General
Assembly Office. The tribute prepared by Rev. Dr. Nancy Cocks,
which was shared at the meeting in September 2024, will be sent to
the GAO.
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e The application for retirement form for Rev. Jin Woo Kim was
completed and sent to the head offices of the national church. A
citation was sent to Centennial to have individuals speak to Reuv.
Kim'’s desire to retire.

e Synod regional funding — a reminder $61 000 is available to the
Synod of Alberta and The Northwest. The Presbytery of Calgary-
Macleod has not offered a proposal for using these funds, and this
amount does not rollover to the following year. Most recently funds
have been directed to Camp Kannawin, and supporting the Regional
Minister who serves The Presbytery of The Northwest.

Overtures

The Unreferred Overture re: temporary placement of ministers on the
appendix moving to the presbytery constituent roll has been sent to, and
received by, the General Assembly Office

The clerk met online with Nicole Jeffrey (Director, Pension and Benefits)
and Tim Purvis (Associate Secretary of Ministry and Church Vocations) to
discuss Overture No. 15, 2024 that was submitted by the Presbytery of
Calgary-Macleod and referred to the Pension and Benefits board in
consultation with Ministry and Church vocations. A draft of this overture can
be found in the Minutes from March 2024. The Sick Leave Policy has been
revised and approved by General Assembly since the time the overture
was sent. A few points to note are:

e The Sick Leave Policy is a denominational policy, not one from

Pension and Benefits.

« In the initial months of a sick leave, Pension and Benefits is involved
only in administering reimbursements to claims made under the
Pulpit Supply Insurance plan.

e An individual on sick leave is not eligible for Long Term Disability
(LTD) until the 7-month mark, at which point Pension and Benefits
becomes involved.

It should be noted that Pension and Benefits does not have its own policy,
but follows policies of the denomination, the insurance provider (Sun Life),
and Government of Canada. There may be occasions when an individual is
ineligible from any sick leave benefits, but has other sources of financial
support (i.e. eligible to draw from CPP or El), but this is a policy and
practice from other groups above, and not specific to Pension and Benefits.

Congregational Records Check
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Adoption of
Reports

Enthusiasm &
Concerns

Please note only five congregations have completed their Congregation
Records check. The following congregations need to complete their as
soon as possible:

e Calvin Hungarian* o St. Giles

e Centennial o St John’s*

« Gem o St. Paul's

e Grace* o Valleyview Community
e Knox, Bassano o Varsity Acres

e Knox, Calgary o Westminster*

e St. Andrew’s (Calgary)

e St. Andrew’s, Lethbridge* *completed

RECOMMENDATION 1: MOVED by C. Persaud, seconded by M. Rozsa
de Coquet that the congregational records of Westminster be attested as
neatly kept with notes. CARRIED

Fire Drills
The following congregation(s) are overdue to complete a fire drill:
e Valleyview (fire drill last held September 2023; procedures reviewed
December 2024)
e Knox, Calgary (fire drill last held November 2023)
e Gem (fire drill last held January 2024)
e St. Paul’s (fire drill last held February 2024)

MOVED by C. Persaud, seconded by S. Cameron Evans that power to
issue be given to the Clerk and Convenor of Presbytery Care and
Resource Committee to name a Young Adult Representative to General

Assembly. CARRIED

MOVED by S. Cameron Evans seconded by L. McKay that the reports be
adopted as amended. CARRIED

Enthusiasms and Concerns
e K. Robbins: St. Andrew’s Lethbridge have five people who want to
become members. A new administrative assistant is being sought.
e L. McKay mentioned three upcoming events:

o Indigenous Neighboring network: All interested are invited March
12th at 9:30 to St. Andrew's Calgary. If people are already doing
something or would like to join in but would rather work with
others, come and collaborate with like-minded/spirited people.

o Varsity Acres PC is sponsoring with The Road and Lantern
churches, hosting "Heart Exchange" - an 8-week program
created by the Christian Reformed church. It begins Sunday
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March 9 (and every second Sunday of the month) at Varsity from
4106 p.m.

o Kairos - an ecumenical justice network that the PCC is a member
of, is hosting a parallel conference to the G7 meeting in
Kananaskis.

The conference will be at Mount Royal University June 13-15.
The theme is "Turning Debt to Hope" - a year of Jubilee when
debt is to be forgiven. More information will be coming but save
the date for this international conference in our city.

ﬁﬂiyé;i;i,n S. Cameron Evans led us in Prayers for the world and our role in it.

Going Out in God’s Name

Time & Place The next regular meeting of the Presbytery will take place at 1:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 1, 2025 at Grace, Calgary. A light lunch will be served at
noon.

April Reports are due Thursday, March 20.

‘B\:LOe‘gifgt‘igfe”e MOVED by G. Gunnink that the Court be adjourned.
The Court was dismissed with the benediction at 9:06 p.m.

Moderator Clerk of Presbytery
Dr. H. Bryant Rev. C. Persaud
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