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The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
The Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod 

Alberta, Canada 

Regular Meeting April 1, 2025 

 

Gathering in God’s Name 
 
Called to Order & 
Constitution  
 
 
 
 
 

At Calgary, Alberta and within Grace Presbyterian Church there, the 
Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod met in regular session on Tuesday, April 1, 
2025 at 1:00 p.m. with Dr. Heather Bryant acting as Moderator. 
 
Worship was led by the Rev. Chris Joiner.  The Moderator, Dr. Bryant, 
constituted the meeting with prayer at 1:46 p.m.   
 

Treaty 7 In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge that we live, work, worship, 
and play on the traditional territories of the Blackfoot Confederacy (Siksika, 
Kainai, Piikani), the Tsuut’ina, the Iyarhe Nakoda Nations, the 
Otipemisiwak Métis Government of the Métis Nation within Alberta District 
6, and all people who make their homes in the Treaty 7 region of Southern 
Alberta. 
 

Roll 
  

Present with the Moderator Heather Bryant were the ministers of Word 
and Sacrament: Peter Baek, Grant Gunnink, Maren McLean Persaud, 
Jake Van Pernis, Christian Persaud, Daniel Surya, Bartholomew 
Alexander, Chandra Mannix, Christopher Joiner. 
 
Also present were ruling elders: Moira Brownlee (alternate Knox Calgary), 
Sandra Cameron Evans, Cathy Gale, Lynn Judd, Pat Kövér, Tom 
Paasuke, Teddy Picket (alternate Bassano, Gem), Karen Robbins, Mary 
Rozsa de Coquet, and Helen Snortland. 
 

Regrets 
 
 
 
 

Regrets were received from Ministers of Word and Sacrament: Laurie 
McKay and Greg Smith and ruling elders: John Chik and Marj Havens. 
 

Appendix 
 

Ministers on the Appendix also present: Heather Carlson, Gergely Kása 
and Mark Tremblay.  
  
Also present: Phil Gaiser (Treasurer) and Judie Coleman (Minute 
Secretary), Deirdre Harris and Mary Jardine (Mission Care and Resource 
Committee Co-Conveners). 
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Courtesies The Court welcomed Rev. Gergely (Greg) Kása (Calvin), Heather Carlson 
(St. John’s), and Moira Brownlee (alternate Knox Calgary). 

 
Consent Agenda Consent Agenda 

MOVED by B. Alexander, seconded by C. Mannix, that the following 
reports with recommendations be approved by Consent 
Agenda. CARRIED 

• Adoption of the Minutes 

Regular meeting: March 4, 2025 

• Correspondence 

• Reports on Partnerships 

• Moderator/ Transition Report 
 

 Being the Body of Christ 
 

Consent Agenda 
Minutes 
March 4, 2025 
 

Adoption of Minutes – Clerk  
Recommendation:  that the minutes of the regular meeting held on  
March 4, 2025 be accepted. CARRIED 
 

Consent Agenda 
Correspondence 
 

Correspondence – Clerk  
 
The Clerk presented the correspondence. 
 
Recommendation:  that the correspondence be dealt with as indicated 
below.  CARRIED  

Receive for Information 

25-019 H. Bryant, Presbytery survey, distributed 

25-021 M. Ho, St. Andrew’s Hall Lenten devotional, distributed 

25-023 H. Bryant, Responses to presbytery survey, distributed 

25-024 G. Smith, Hearts exchanged at VAPC, distributed 

25-026 L. Judd, Pie Day poster for St. Andrew’s Calgary, distributed 

25-029 C. Persaud, GA Young Adult Representative, distributed 

25-030 M. Ho, Sacrament Elder Course, distributed 

25-031 H. Currie, Standing orders for Synod, distributed 

25-032 T. Hamilton, GA Moderator Ballots due March 25, distributed 

25-033 R. de Vries, Equip and Encourage conference information, 
distributed 

25-034 S. Cameron Evans, Posting of Presbytery Secretary, 
distributed 
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Refer to the Clerk 

25-016 M. Rozsa de Coquet, Request for Citation of Centennial re: 
retirement of Rev. Kim 

25-017 M. Copeland, Memorial Records for 2025 

25-018 P. Baek, Police record check for Rev. Carlson 

25-022 D. Bonar, Speakers from Centennial for March meeting of 
presbytery 

25-025 M. Copeland, Presbytery Statistics for A&P received 

25-027 J. Stellmach, Presbyterians Sharing allocation 

25-028 K. Robbins, ECM Lethbridge, 30th anniversary 

Refer to Presbytery Care 

25-020 G. Gunnink, Concerns re: legislation for charitable status of 
churches 

 

 
Docket The Clerk presented the docket for the day: 

 
It was agreed that the hours of meeting be 1:00 p.m. to the conclusion of 
business. 
 
Motion: MOVED by M. McLean Persaud seconded by S. Cameron Evans 
that the docket be accepted. CARRIED 
 

Discerning the Future of our Presbytery 

 
Prayer The Moderator led us in Prayers for the work of the congregations within 

the Presbytery. 
 

Motion to 
Receive 

Motion to Receive:   MOVED by L. Judd, seconded by P. Kövér, that the 
reports be received and their recommendations considered. CARRIED 
 

Committee 
Reports 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Clergy Care  Clergy Care and Resource –  Mary Rozsa de Coquet (Convener)  
 Oral Report 

 
MOVED by M. Rozsa de Coquet seconded P. Kövér, that the study leave 
for Rev. Surya be approved. CARRIED 
 
Rationale: Rev. Surya just received notice that he was accepted into the 
Preaching Collective course. The Clerk of St. Andrew’s Lethbridge has 
been informed and has circulated this request for approval by the session. 
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Given that the course commences before the next presbytery meeting, 
approval must be requested today. 
 
Reception for Rev. Carlson at the close of this meeting: all are invited. 
Rev. Dr. Nancy Cocks has agreed to be Rev. Carlson’s “buddy”. 

  
Mission Care 
 

Mission Care and Resource –   Mary Jardine & Deirdre Harris  (Co-

Conveners)  
 

Trinity Fund Trinity Fund for Mission and New Ministries: 
Motion: MOVED by C. Mannix, seconded by H. Snortland that Presbytery 
approve the use of the application forms (attached with this report) for the 
Trinity Fund, and grant the MCRC power to issue minor additional changes 
as deemed necessary to the application form.  CARRIED   
 
Motion: MOVED by C. Mannix, seconded by H. Snortland that the Grant 
application forms be posted on the Presbytery website alongside the Terms 
of Reference for the Trinity Fund.  The Rubric will be aligned to each of the 
categories in each of the two application forms when created and posted 
on the Presbytery website.  CARRIED 
  
Motion: MOVED by C. Mannix, seconded by H. Snortland that the 
adjudication team for the Grant application process will be appointed by the 
MCRC and will be composed of three members including the liaison from 
the MCRC who will convene the team. The other members of the team will 
be two ministers from the Appendix who are not active with any particular 
congregation, or one minister from the Appendix and one member from the 
community at large who is conversant with the identified area of 
experimentation.  For the balance of the year, John Chik will serve as the 
Convener. CARRIED 
 
Amendment: MOVED by M. Rozsa de Coquet, seconded by L. Judd that 
the following replace the second sentence to read: “In order to avoid a 
conflict of interest the other members of the team will be two ministers from 
the Appendix who are not actively serving any particular congregation or 
one minister from the Appendix and one member from the community at 
large who is conversant with the identified area of experimentation.”  
CARRIED 
 
The amended Motion: That the adjudication team for the Grant application 
process will be appointed by the MCRC and will be composed of three 
members including the liaison from the MCRC who will convene the team.  
In order to avoid a conflict of interest the other members of the team 
will be two ministers from the Appendix who are not actively serving 
any particular congregation or one minister from the Appendix and one 
member from the community at large who is conversant with the identified 
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area of experimentation.  For the balance of the year, John Chik will serve 
as the Convener. 
 
The motion as amended CARRIED 
 

Preaching Grace Preaching Grace – Promoting Food Security and Justice 
Approval was given at the March 4, 2025 Presbytery meeting to cover the 
cost for anyone involved in mission/food security in the congregation to 
attend the panel discussions/workshop with farming/food sector leaders, 
community advocates and interested public. This will take place Saturday, 
April 26: 1:00-3:00 p.m. at Grace Presbyterian Church. Attendees will be 
asked to register and pay for the workshop online and get the cost 
reimbursed from Presbytery. Deirdre will consult with Phil Gaiser about the 
procedure.  A poster will be created for the event. 
 
Ray Aldred educational event:   
Event will be held at St. Giles June 20 and 21. A poster with further details 
will be forthcoming.  
 

Partnerships Partnerships: 
MCRC is still in discernment about the role and definition of partnerships, 
including the differentiation between a Presbytery partner and a community 
partner. The Committee pondered these questions: 

▪ Does entering the partnership enable Presbytery to achieve its 
goals?  For example, the Calgary Interfaith Council does great 
work, but does not further Presbytery’s goals, which are very 
inward-focused. 

▪ Does it make more sense for the relationship to be between the 
partner and the congregation, rather than the partner and 
Presbytery? 

▪ If the partnership is with Presbytery, how do we communicate the 
partner information to the congregations? 

▪ If the partnership is with the congregation, how does Presbytery 
support the relationship between partner and congregation? 

 
Presbytery can be the umbrella entity for congregations if it means the cost 
is reduced.  
 
There are currently 7 existing partners.  Once the definition of partnership 
is determined, MCRC will review each partnership to determine if it fits the 
definition.  There is a need, as well, to review partner requirements (e.g. 
funding, reporting, communication, and governance). 
 
 

Trinity Fund & 
New Ministries  
Large Grant 
Application  

Trinity Fund Application for Mission and New Ministries 
Large Grant Application - Maximum Request $30,000 
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To honour the legacy of the former Trinity Presbyterian Church, the 
Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod has established the “Trinity Fund for 
Mission Initiatives”.  It was merged with the existing ‘Fund for New Ministry 
Initiatives’.  The grants offered are from the interest generated from these 
combined assets.  They are intended to encourage congregations to be 
more engaged with the communities they serve. 
 
The Trinity Fund Grant is a single year grant, with the freedom to apply the 
following year for further funding.  Annual grant deadlines are on February 
15 and October 15 of each year, and will be considered by an adjudicating 
subcommittee of the Mission Care and Resource Committee (MCRC) 
convened by a member of the MCRC, with recommendations given for 
approval to the Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod. 
 
There are two grants available.  The first is for smaller projects (small 
capital projects or equipment needed for missional ministry), with a 
maximum $10,000 available, and no need for follow up funding in 
subsequent years anticipated.  These are single year grants for missional 
projects that align with the terms of reference for the Trinity Grant. 
The second grant is for larger, more experimental missional projects, with a 
maximum limit set at $30,000 per year.  They are undertaken with the 
understanding that relationships take time to build, and that time is often 
required to determine if there are sufficient resources (people, space, 
energy, funding) available for continuation.  Follow up grants may be 
needed in subsequent years, and these applications are encouraged, with 
the understanding that there is no guarantee of future funding.  Each year’s 
application will be considered for the stage the experimental missional 
project it is in, and for what funding in needed in each calendar year.  
There are a maximum of 2 follow up applications allowed for the same 
project (i.e. maximum 3 years funding for an experimental missional 
project).   
 
 

Trinity Fund 
Grant Large Trinity Fund Grant 

Large Grant Application - Maximum Request $30,000 

Submission Date:  

Congregation Name: 

Applicant's Name: 

Email: 

Phone Number: 
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Address: 

Project Name: 

Location of Project: 

Cheque Payable to: 

Charitable Status/BN Registration Number: 

Is your session aware of the application: 

Has your session approved the full application as written below: 

Amount requested:  

 
DESIGN 
 
Proposed Start Date of Project: 

 

Proposed End Date of Project: 
 

Please outline the purpose or goal of the project: 

Please provide a description of the project: 
 

Please explain how this is a new initiative that aligns with the 
terms of reference for the Trinity Fund for Mission Initiatives: 

 
 
 
 

 
IMPACT 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 
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What are the specific achievements you envision as the result of 
the project? 

 
 
 

 
How will this encourage congregational engagement in your 
various communities? 

 
 

How will this project provide Christian witness to communities 
outside of the church: 

Please highlight how this new initiative will highlight (1) 
relationship building; (2) program development; and, (3) 
leadership development: 

 
 

Please provide any other thoughts about your project’s impact: 
 
 
 
 

 
FEASABILITY 
How is the project to be evaluated: 

 
Will there be any other financial contributions from other sources 
(organizations, foundations, individuals, etc.): 

 

Place response here 

Place response here 
 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 



 The Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod                     within Grace, Calgary       April 1, 2025             88/25 
         

  _________________ 
  Clerk of Presbytery 

Christian Persaud 

What is the total estimated income from the project: 
 

Total Project Budget (please also include a separate document 

for the project budget, including all revenue, expenses, sources, 
etc.): 
 
 
ALIGNMENT 
 
How will this project further the Christian faith of the people 
involved? 

 
To what aspect of the church's life does this project have 
specific relevance? 

 
Please expand upon your strategy for making the results of this 
project known to the wider church: 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 
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Acknowledgments & Signatures: Please date, print and sign 
for the Project Coordinator, the Clerk of Session and the 
Presbytery Representative for your congregation 

 
Trinity 
Application – 
Mission & New 
Ministries  

Trinity Fund Application for Mission and New Ministries 
Small Grant Application - Maximum Request $10,000 

 
To honour the legacy of the former Trinity Presbyterian Church, the 
Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod has established the “Trinity Fund for 
Mission Initiatives”.  It was merged with the existing ‘Fund for New Ministry 
Initiatives’.  The grants offered are from the interest generated from these 
combined assets.  They are intended to encourage congregations to be 
more engaged with the communities they serve. 
 
The Trinity Fund Grant is a single year grant, with the freedom to apply the 
following year for further funding.  Annual grant deadlines are on February 
15 and October 15 of each year, and will be considered by an adjudicating 
subcommittee of the Mission Care and Resource Committee (MCRC) 
convened by a member of the MCRC, with recommendations given for 
approval to the Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod. 
 
There are two grants available.  The first is for smaller projects (small 
capital projects or equipment needed for missional ministry), with a 
maximum $10,000 available, and no need for follow up funding in 
subsequent years anticipated.  These are single year grants for missional 
projects that align with the terms of reference for the Trinity Grant. 
The second grant is for larger, more experimental missional projects, with a 
maximum limit set at $30,000 per year.  They are undertaken with the 
understanding that relationships take time to build, and that time is often 
required to determine if there are sufficient resources (people, space, 
energy, funding) available for continuation.  Follow up grants may be 

Project Coordinator 

Clerk of Session 

Presbytery Representative 
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needed in subsequent years, and these applications are encouraged, with 
the understanding that there is no guarantee of future funding.  Each year’s 
application will be considered for the stage the experimental missional 
project it is in, and for what funding in needed in each calendar year.  
There are a maximum of 2 follow up applications allowed for the same 
project (i.e. maximum 3 years funding for an experimental missional 
project).   

 
Trinity Fund 
Grant Application 
Small 

Trinity Fund Grant 

Small Grant Application - Maximum Request $10,000 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS 
 
Submission Date: 

Congregation Name: 

Church Name: 

Applicant's Name: 

Email: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

Project Name: 

Location of Project: 

Cheque Payable to: 

Charitable Status/BN Registration Number: 

Is your session aware of the application: 

Has your session approved the full application as written below: 

Amount requested:   
 
 
DESIGN 
 
Proposed Start Date of Project: 
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Proposed End Date of Project: 
 

Please outline the purpose or goal of the project: 

 
Please provide a description of the project: 

 

Please explain how this is a new initiative that aligns with the 
terms of reference for the Trinity Fund for Mission Initiatives: 
 

 
IMPACT 
 
What are the goals of this project? 

 
How will this encourage congregational engagement in your 
various communities outside of the church?  

 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 
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To what aspect of the church's life does this project have 
specific relevance? 

 
 
FEASABILITY 
 
How is the project to be evaluated: 

 
Total Project Budget (please include a separate document for 
the project budget, including all revenue, expenses, sources, 
etc.) 

 
 
 
 

Will there be any other financial contributions from other sources 
(organizations, foundations, individuals, etc.): 

 
 
 
 

 
Please provide any other thoughts about your project’s 
feasibility: 

 
 
 
 

 
ALIGNMENT 
 
How will this project further the Christian faith of the people 
involved: 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Place response here 



 The Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod                     within Grace, Calgary       April 1, 2025             93/25 
         

  _________________ 
  Clerk of Presbytery 

Christian Persaud 

 
 
 
 

Please expand on how this project encourages relationships 
with the broader community to whom the church is to witness 
and engage: 

 

Acknowledgments & Signatures: Please date, print and sign 
for the Project Coordinator, the Clerk of Session and the 
Presbytery Representative for your congregation 

 
 

Consent Agenda 
Partnerships 
Reports 

Reports of Partnerships 
 

IGPS Indigenous Gathering Place: Cathy Gale 
Two IGPS Board members have confirmed that the Society is still working 
through some issues with the City of Calgary. Once further progress is 
made, further updates will come and plans will be made for a gathering of 
the communities.  
 

ECM Lethbridge Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Lethbridge: Karen Robbins 
Ecumenical Campus Ministry Lethbridge and the Lethbridge community 
ensure that the food pantries at U of L and Lethbridge Polytechnic are well 
stocked with non-perishable items, as one way to help with food insecurity. 
Smiles and Snacks is one of the most successful programs of ECM. There 
are students who regularly spend time at the Smiles & Snack table for a 
friendly smile, casual conversation, some snacks, to take part in the activity 
groups of knitting/crocheting or a newly formed group interested in fountain 
pens. Other students pause long enough to grab a snack and then 

Place response here 

Place response here 

Clerk of Session 

Project Coordinator 

Presbytery Representative 
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continue on their way. It is a very energized event for the students, faculty, 
ECM volunteers and Chaplain Erin, alike. An average of 60 - 70 students 
stop by the Smiles & Snack table weekly at U of L. Students also look 
forward to the seasonal Cookie decorating activity. Easter being the next 
cookie event.  
 
Thirty-five years ago, a vision began to take shape for an ecumenical 
campus ministry at the University and College in Lethbridge. Erin Phillips 
was hired as the first Chaplain and began January 1995. The plans for 
Ecumenical Campus Ministry’s 30th Anniversary celebration is well 
underway for Saturday, April 12. Ecumenical Campus Ministry is thankful 
for the leadership of Chaplain Erin Phillips all these years.  
 
ECM Lethbridge is grateful for the financial support that it has received, 
and continues to receive, from the Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod. For this, 
we say thank you. 
 

  
Presbytery Care Presbytery Care and Resource – Sandra Cameron Evans (Convener) 

 
Presbytery 
Secretary 

Presbytery Secretary 
It was agreed to post for the Presbytery Secretary before pursuing the 
Deputy Clerk position.  The posting below is being circulated.  Please 
share it with anyone who you feel might be appropriate. 
  
The Presbytery Secretary 
Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod 
 
This position supports the Clerk in preparation of presbytery meeting 
dockets and minutes.  It involves: 

• Compiling, formatting and proof-reading reports submitted for the 
presbytery meetings 

• Preparing working minutes for the Clerk and Moderator’s use at 
presbytery meetings 

• Taking minutes at presbytery meetings and preparing them for the 
Clerk, as set out in the Presbytery Standing Orders 

• Other duties may include coordination with Standing Committees 
 
Qualifications: 

• Strong understanding of the PCC Writer’s Style Guide 

• Strong working knowledge of Word 

• Strong proof-reading skills 
 
The position is part-time, requiring approximately five to 10 hours a month.  
It is for a one-year term, reconfirmed every May. Rate of pay will be 
commensurate with experience.    
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The Presbytery Secretary is responsible to presbytery through the 
Presbytery Care and Resource Committee. 
 
If you are interested or would like more information, please contact 
sandracameronevans@gmail.com. 
 

May Retreat 2025 Presbytery Retreat – May 20 -21 
The Retreat theme will be ‘Narratives of Hope and Possibility’.  It will be 
based on the Assembly Council Working Group on Narratives of Hope and 
Possibility who are helping the church imagine, learn and act upon 
narratives that could lead to renewal, transformation and vitality in the 
denomination.   Rev. Dr. Jean Morris and Rev. Victor Kim, Principal Clerk, 
will facilitate the discussion. 
 

TOR St. John’s 
Medicine Hat IM 

Terms of Reference for Interim Moderator St. John’s, Medicine Hat 
At the February 18 Emergent Meeting of presbytery, it was moved to 
update the terms of reference for the Interim Moderator to reflect the 
circumstances of the call to Rev. Carlson. 
 
Terms of Reference for the Interim Moderator of St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church, Medicine Hat – 2025 
 
With the call to Rev. Heather Carlson being received/considered/tabled at 
the Emergent presbytery meeting of February 18, 2025, the Interim 
Moderator will: 
 

• Assume these revised responsibilities March 1, 2025 and fulfill them 
until Rev. Carlson is able to serve in full-time ministry 

• Moderate Session meetings, working with the Clerk to develop 
agenda items for each meeting 

• Report on the state of health at St. John’s at every second meeting 
of presbytery or monthly, if necessary 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that presbytery approve the above terms of reference. CARRIED 
 

TOR Centennial 
IM 

Interim Moderator for Centennial, Calgary 
Based on discussions with the Centennial Clerk of Session and his 
experience as Interim Moderator during Rev. Kim’s sick leave, the 
committee has confirmed the Rev. Mark Tremblay as Interim Moderator 
with the following Terms of Reference 
. 
Terms of Reference for the Interim Moderator of Centennial Presbyterian 
Church, Calgary - 2025 
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The Interim Moderator will: 
 

• Begin responsibilities on April 1, 2025 

• Moderate Session meetings, working with the Clerk to develop 
agenda items for each meeting 

• Arrange for pulpit supply for all regular and special services 

• Ensure Pastoral Care is in place through the Session, being 
available for emergency care such as funerals  

• Guide the Session in the development of a Search Committee when 
approved by presbytery 

• In accordance with the practice and polity of the PCC, provide 
leadership to the Search Committee in the development of the 
Congregational Profile, recruitment of potential candidates, 
development of the interview and selection process 

• When a search is initiated, provide active leadership and assistance 
to optimize the Search process and ensure regular updates on the 
process are reported to Session 

• Report on the state of health at Centennial at every second meeting 
of presbytery or monthly, if necessary 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that presbytery homologate the appointment of Rev. Mark Tremblay 
as Interim Moderator for Centennial Presbyterian Church. CARRIED 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that presbytery approve the above terms of reference. CARRIED 
 
 

Grant 
Applications 

Grant Applications 
There has been increased congregational activity in grant applications to 
the PCC.  The committee, with responsibility to coordinate communication 
with higher courts, has a role to ensure applications are in proper form 
before presbytery approves applications.  Below is a process for dealing 
with such applications. 
 

Process for Dealing with Grant Applications to the PCC 

• An email will be sent to the Convener of the Presbytery Care and 
Resource Committee with a cc: to the Presbytery Clerk  

o Include the completed application 
o Indicate the Session’s approval 

• The Presbytery Care and Resource Committee assesses if the form is 
completed in proper form; they do not assess the application.  They 
might suggest if there are other grants available for the purpose 

• The Presbytery Care and Resource Committee will include the 
application in their report for approval at presbytery 
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• The Clerk of Presbytery will provide an extract of presbytery minutes to 
include with the application 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that this process be used for dealing with grant applications to the 
higher courts of the PCC.  CARRIED 
 
MOVED by P. Kövér, seconded by B. Alexander that the clerk and 
moderator be given power to issue an extract minute once St. Andrew’s 
removes ‘that will soon be the only Presbyterian congregation serving 
Calgary south of downtown.’ from their Chisholm Fund application. 
CARRIED  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that presbytery approve the application of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Calgary to the Chisholm Fund.  CARRIED 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that presbytery approve the application of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Calgary to the Renewing Ministries Fund. CARRIED 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that presbytery approve the application of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Lethbridge to the Chisholm Fund. CARRIED 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that at presbytery approve the application of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Lethbridge to the Avondbloem Experimental Fund. CARRIED 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that presbytery approve the application of Knox Church, Bassano to 
the McBain/Barker Small Community Capital Fund. CARRIED 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Moved by S. Cameron Evans, seconded by J. Van 
Pernis that presbytery approve the application of the Anyuak Worshipping 
Community (Centennial) to the Avondbloem Experimental Fund. CARRIED 
 

YAR to GA Young Adult Representative (YAR) to General Assembly 
Presbytery had given the Clerk and Convener power to issue in naming a 
YAR.  The name of Dóra Daróczi, Calvin Hungarian Church, was 
submitted. 
 

Request a 
Consultation 

Request a Consultation – Maren McLean Persaud,  Christian Persaud or 
Tom Paasuke 
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The request is for the purpose of seeking information, clarification, or 
general advice on how to proceed with a matter that concerns the 
presbyter. 
 

Consent Agenda 
Moderator & 
Transition Team 

Moderator and Transition Team – Heather Bryant 
 
The work of the team continues and while each of the regular standing 
committees has their own reports, we identified some cross-cutting issues 
as our work develops. One of these is developing an understanding our 
records to be kept by committees and the presbytery as a whole. For 
example, there has been discussion as to whether exit interviews should 
be shared verbatim with all of the presbytery, or whether the Clergy Care 
committee should develop a summary report for the presbytery that 
removes confidential information, and that it should keep the full report in 
part of its own records. Similar questions are arising about the current 
congregational visitations that are taking place. 
 
We agreed that Heather will discuss with our consultant, Sarah Moore-
Nokes, who has considerable presbytery experience in the PCUSA, the 
development of a report that will outline some alternative ways we could 
deal with this going forward. This will include considerations of 
confidentiality, data sharing, and records access going forward. 
 
The team is looking towards the summer, when we generally review 
standing committee leadership and membership. It was agreed that this will 
be part of the focus of the second day of the retreat, but that there will be 
some effort to speak with current convenors and to send out an invitation to 
presbyters prior to the retreat to ask for their feedback on their own 
committee service, and where they would like to serve in future. 
 
The results of the presbytery survey were reviewed. Some key points: 
 

• We received 83 responses, which is a good return rate. The distribution 
of responses across the presbytery reflected a high degree of interest 
in some of our out-of-Calgary congregations, with 24.1% of the 
responses coming from St. John’s Medicine Hat, and 15.7% from Knox 
Bassano, and 9.6% from St. Andrew’s Lethbridge. A further 18.1% 
came from Westminster and 7.4% from Varsity Acres to round out the 
top 5. 

• Of the respondents, most were from congregants (49.8%), or elders 
(39.8%). Only 4 respondents identified themselves as presbyters, and 
5 responses came from ministers. 

• There were many hopeful stories of growth and renewed energy in 
some congregations. There were also many offers of resources that 
could be provided to other congregations. These will be compiled and 
shared in a report to presbytery in May. 
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• There was also evidence of congregations needing support to 
encourage and equip membership, new elders, and volunteer leaders. 
This will be discussed at the Congregational Care Committee and 
some recommendations will come back to presbytery. 

 
Finally, the ad has now appeared in Presbyterians Connections for a 
general presbyter. It was agreed that if this position was still open once we 
have our presbytery secretary recruited, that we would review the general 
presbyter job description to ensure that it is complementary to that role and 
that it provides an opportunity for the kind of leadership the presbytery 
needs. 
 

Clerk’s Report CLERK’S REPORT – Christian Persaud 

Updates 

• Young Adult Representative (YAR)  

o Dóra Daróczi from Calvin, Hungarian was named as the 

presbytery’s YAR for the upcoming General Assembly 

 
Applications for PCC Grants and Funds 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada requires a letter from the overseeing 
body/court; for congregations this means by an extract minute from a 
presbytery meeting. The application from a congregation should be sent to 
the Clerk and the Convener of the Presbytery Care and Resource 
Committee (PCRC). The application will be discussed at a PCRC meeting, 
and if approved will be included in the PCRC report to presbytery for the 
next meeting. Once presbytery approves the application, the Clerk sends 
an extract minute to the applicant so that the completed application with 
extract minute can be sent to the PCC. 
*Please work on applications well in advance so that they can be seen by 
Session, PCRC, and presbytery ahead of the deadline for applications.  
 
Congregational Records Check 

• Centennial 

• Gem 

• Knox, Bassano 

• Knox, Calgary 

• St. Andrew’s, Calgary 

• St. Giles 

• St. Paul’s 

• Valleyview Community 

• Varsity Acres 

 
If you are a representative from one of the congregations above, please 
inform your Session and ask for a completed check to be sent to the Clerk. 
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Fire Drills 
Overdue 

• Valleyview  

• Knox, Calgary  

• Gem (January) 

• St. Paul’s (February) 

 
Upcoming 

• Centennial (April) 

• Westminster (May) 

 
Adoption of 
Reports 

MOVED by S. Camron Evans seconded by B. Alexander that the reports 
be adopted as amended.  CARRIED   

 
Enthusiasm & 
Concerns Enthusiasms and Concerns 

• Grant Gunnink: 2025 National Budget concerns. The pre-budget 
report recommends removal of advancement of religion as a 
charitable purpose. Also, concern that the federal government may 
introduce legislation to amend the Income Tax Act and Income Tax 
Regulations to require registered charities that provide services, 
advice, or information in respect of the prevention, preservation, or 
termination of pregnancy to disclose where they do not provide 
specific services, including abortions or birth control. 

• Sandra Cameron Evans: St. Giles is organizing a walk at 
Confederation Park Saturday, May 3 at 3:00 pm for Home Space.  

• Tom Paasuke: Town of Banff is implementing a new fire smart 
policy.  St. Paul’s is one of the visible leaders to encourage others to 
do the same thing by removing easily flammable items i.e. conifer 
trees within the town.  

• Greg Kása:  Calvin Hungarian has a vision to grow their 
congregation. 

• Mary Rozsa de Coquet:  “Wherever each of us is in our Lenten 
journey, we are all looking forward to the many services of Holy 
Week that our churches are organizing. At Grace, there will be an 
Evening Grace Tenebrae service with the increasing darkness 
followed by Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the joy of Easter 
Sunday. How blessed we are to have these opportunities to 
contemplate and celebrate God’s grace.” 

• Pat Kövér: Thoughts on Lent – When we give up something for Lent 
it should be something like anger or indecisiveness. 

  
Prayers of 
Intercession 

C. Persaud led us in Prayers for the world and our role in it.                    
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______________________                           _______________________ 
Moderator     Clerk of Presbytery 
Dr. H. Bryant     Rev. C. Persaud 

 Going Out in God’s Name 
 

Time & Place The next regular meeting of the Presbytery will take place at 1:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 6, 2025 at St. Paul’s Banff.  A light lunch will be served at 
noon.  
 
Please send regrets to the clerk if unable to attend. 
 
May reports are due April 24, 2025. 
 
 

Adjourn to Serve 
Benediction 

MOVED by C. Gale that the Court be adjourned.  
The Court was dismissed with the pronouncing of the Benediction by C. 
Joiner at 3:03 p.m.  
 


