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Called to Order
& Constitution

Treaty 7

Roll

Regrets

The Presbyterian Church in Canada
The Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod

Alberta, Canada

Emergent Meeting June 24, 2025

Gathering in God’s Name

The Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod met, via Zoom, in emergent session
on Tuesday, June 24, 2025 for the purpose of considering
recommendations for grants from the Trinity Fund.

The Moderator, Dr. Heather Bryant, constituted the meeting with prayer at
7:00 pm.

In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge that we live, work, worship,
and play on Treaty 7 the traditional lands of the Stoney Nakoda Nations of
Wesley, Chiniki, and Bearspaw; three Nations of the Blackfoot
Confederacy: the Pikani, Kainai and Siksika; and the Tsuut'ina First Nations.

Treaty 7 territory is also shared with the Métis Nation of Alberta, Region Ill.

Before the signing of Treaty 7, and prior to the establishment of provincial
boundaries, this region was also used by the Ktunaxa and the Maskwacis
people. We acknowledge the past, present, and future generations of
these nations who help us steward this land, as well as honour and
celebrate this place of creativity, collaboration, and learning.

Present with the Moderator Heather Bryant were the ministers of Word
and Sacrament: Peter Baek, Jake Van Pernis, Christian Persaud,
Chandra Mannix, Christopher Joiner, and Gergely Kasa.

Also present were ruling elders: Sandra Cameron Evans, John Chik,
Cathy Gale, Lynn Judd, Pat Kévér, Mary Jardine (alternate Grace) and
Helen Snortland.

Regrets were received from ministers of Word and Sacrament: Maren
McLean Persaud, Daniel Surya, Laurie McKay, Heather Carlson and ruling
elders: Okechukwu Chukwu, Marj Havens, Karen Robbins, and Mary
Rozsa de Coquet.

Also present: Phil Gaiser (Treasurer), Deirdre Harris (Mission Care Co-
Convener)
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Layne Kilbreath (guest associated with St. Andrew’s, Calgary re: Neechi-
Mart)

MOVED by L. Judd, seconded by J. Van Pernis, that guests be invited to
sit and correspond.
CARRIED

Being the Body of Christ

MOVED by C. Mannix, seconded by J. Chik, that the actions of the
Moderator in calling the emergent meeting be approved.
CARRIED

The Clerk presented the docket for the day:

It was agreed that the hours of meeting be 7:00 p.m. to the conclusion of
business.

MOVED by C. Persaud, seconded by L. Judd, that the docket be
accepted. CARRIED

Trinity Fund for Mission and New Ministries May 2025
Grant Application Report

Three applications were received in response to the first proposal call for
funding through the Trinity Fund for Mission and New Ministries
(Deadline May 23, 2025). These applications were evaluated and
ranked by the adjudication subcommittee consisting of John Chik, Bruce
Clendening and Hugh Jack. Based on these rankings, the MCRC
committee, with committee members from applying congregations
recusing themselves, recommends that the applications below be
awarded the following funding:

Project Applicant Congregati| Grant |Funde|Amount
on Type d
Neechi-Mart Rev. Laurie MacKay |St. Andrew’s, Large Full $30,000.00
Calgary
Pollinator Garden |Rev. Christian Westminster Small Full $7,000,00
Persaud
St. Giles Orchestra |[Rev. Chandra Mannix | St. Giles Large Partial | $10,000.00
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Application summaries are located at the end of this report. All
applicants will receive feedback about their application. Funded
applications also include questions and points of reflection that should be
addressed in their final report (Final report format to be decided). The
final will need to be received in a “timely” fashion after the conclusion of
the project and/or before a “renewal” application to the Trinity Fund will
be considered (Details to follow).

Overall, this first funding call for the Trinity Fund for Mission and New
Ministries went smoothly. However, there will be changes for the next
funding call. These include adjustments to the application form and
terms of reference for the adjudication subcommittee. Eventually, the
application process will be moved online using a “web” form system.

Application Summaries
These project summaries are taken from Q1 and Q2 of the respective
application.

Neechi-Mart

Neechi-Mart Program of |ksooksipaitapii Wellness Foundation
There are several elements to the program:

e Free Food Market: is offered weekly to the community. Although
this is an Indigenous Initiative, the food is available to everyone.
There are 60 shoppers, serving approximately 200 people every
week.

e Lunch: is offered weekly. This is a free lunch offered to anyone
who drops in. The lunch is typically soup and Bannock, snacks,
dessert, coffee and mint tea and provides an opportunity to sit,
eat, visit and connect with staff and volunteers. Typically, the
people that come for lunch are from the vulnerable, new
immigrants and Indigenous communities and many are seeking
resource support, cultural engagement and sober connections and
relationships.

e Indigenous Cultural Crafting: This is offered when asked. The
month of November was “Rock Your Mocs” month and people
could drop in to make a custom pair of children’s/baby’s
moccasins. All supplies and materials are provided. This is an
opportunity to learn and practice traditional activities in a safe and
welcoming environment. Typically, we have 5 families engage in
the cultural crafting weekly.
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e Free Regifting Table: This is offered weekly. We put out any
available clothing, footwear and other donated items for people to
help themselves to items that may be helpful to them.

This project is in response to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's
call to action, and the five fundamental commitments of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada’s Apology. Indigenous Relations based on these
elements is one of the current priorities for the mission of St Andrew's, At
our session retreat in the fall of 2024, the session identified 4 areas that
attract engagement and enthusiasm from the congregation of St.
Andrew’s, They are: Indigenous Relationships, Seniors, Youth, and
2sLGBTQIA+ inclusion, This program is in response to the Spirit arising
in our church. We did not seek out the Neechi-Mart program. Their
Indigenous leaders came to St. Andrew's asking for a partnership with
them. Surely, this is God's work among and through us!

Pollinator Garden

Westminster began work on the pollinator garden project in 2024, with a
hope that it would be the start of a long-term gift to the wider community
and to the health of our planet. Our subordinate standard, Living Faith,
states:

2.4.1 Though life is a gift from God, human life depends upon the created
world. Our care for the world must reflect God's care. We are not owners,
but stewards of God's good earth. Concerned with the well-being of all of
life we welcome the truths and insights of all human skill and science
about the world and the universe.

2.4.2 Our stewardship calls us to explore ways of love and justice in
respecting God's creation and in seeking its responsible use for the
common good.

The pollinator garden at Westminster is a creative way of exploring love
and justice in respecting God’s creation and in seeking its responsible
use for the common good. Developing a pollinator garden is an
important initiative as we know the populations of pollinators (honeybees,
butterflies, hummingbirds, and others) are in decline. About 85% of all
plants need pollinators to produce seeds/fruits, so preserving the
pollinators is central to protecting our food supply.

The project will have a community focus, involving students from Tom
Baines School, collaboration with the Edgemont Community Association,
in addition to the congregation. In working together, we hope to
demonstrate that everyone can do something, and we can all take small
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steps to make a bigger collective impact. The project is intended to be a
blessing to the congregation, students from Tom Baines School, and the
wider community - including the pollinators.

St. Giles Orchestra

As a result of St Giles, Calgary undertaking Shared Ministry with Calgary
Korean Presbyterian Church (‘CKPC’ or ‘Korean congregation’), it was
evident that both congregations needed to participate in activities that
grow their sense of joy and ‘one body in Christ’ together. It became
apparent that both congregations had a love for music, and that music
could create unity between those faithful to the Shared Ministry vision.
Two concerts were held, one in October 2024 and one in February 2025.
They were a resounding success. There are now plans for 3 more
concerts for 2025, and 5 for 2026. It features what we now call the ‘St.
Giles Orchestra (SGO), led by conductor Jeongmin Park. Our desire is
to bring people into an opportunity to enliven their spirituality in an
atmosphere of joy and peace through orchestral performances.

Coordinated by the Rev. Chandra Mannix and Elder YongKi Min (former
session elder at CKPC), our semi-professional philharmonic orchestra
has had performances of a 45-piece orchestra, as well as a 20-piece
string section of the Orchestra. We are now facing our third concert of
the full orchestra in June, with at least two more planned for September
and November. The conductor, concertmaster, and musicians are paid a
modest honorarium, to date supported by individual sponsorships. We
would like to pay them union wages, which would equate to up to
$20,000 for a full orchestra and up to $10,000 for the string section
orchestras. Each performance is themed as to choice of music, which is
at the sole discretion of the conductor. This may reflect the usual
seasons of the year, with both secular and more ecclesiastical music, or
traditional or modern music chosen. The theme of the first concert was
“Mozart to Mendelssohn, and the second was “From Baroque to
Broadway”. Itis intended that the neighbourhood, as well as all music
lovers and Presbyterians in the Calgary area, are exposed to the Shared
Ministry initiative, the sanctuary of St. Giles, beautiful music and
harmonious offerings from the church to the greater community. The
Orchestra is a key aspect of Shared Ministry, bringing God’s people
together in unity and love. To date, all proceeds of the ministry have
been donated to St. Giles, which is the intention for future concerts.

MOVED by M. Jardine, seconded by J. Chik that the awarding of the
grants be approved as stated in the Report.
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Discussion There was discussion about how to appeal the recommendation put
forward by the grant adjudication subcommittee. Since this was the first
time using this application process to determine how grants would be
received, it was unclear whether there was an opportunity to appeal
decisions, or if applicants could resubmit a future application.

There was also discussion about whether a commission, rather than
adjudication committee, would be more suitable for this work going

forward.
CARRIED
prever The Moderator, H. Bryant, led us in prayers.
Going Out in God’s Name
Time & Place The next regular business meeting of the Presbytery will be Tuesday,

September 23, 2025 at St. Andrew’s, Calgary with lunch at noon, induction
of Moderator at 1PM. The meeting begins at 2PM.

Adjournto Serve  \|OVED by J. Van Pernis that the Court be adjourned.
The Court was dismissed at 7:45 p.m.

Moderator Presbytery Clerk
Dr. H. Bryant Rev. C. Persaud
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