
Reports for October 21, 2025     Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod Meeting                               1 
 

 

 We Gather before God  

 Worship                                                                          Host: St. Andrew’s, Lethbridge 

 Call to order and Constitution                                   Moderator: L. McKay 
Land Acknowledgement 
 
Roll & Regrets               Clerk: C. Persaud 
Consent Agenda 
 
 Adoption of minutes  
  Regular meeting:              September 23, 2025  
 Correspondence 
 Reports on Partnerships 
 

 Approval of Docket 
 

 Prayers for the work of the congregations within the Presbytery – 
Moderator/appointee 
 

 Interim Moderators’ Reports 
 Centennial – Chandra Mannix (no report)  
 Knox, Calgary – Chris Joiner  
  

 Committee Concerns 
 Clergy Care and Resource Committee – Chris Joiner & Daniel Surya 

Congregation Care and Resource Committee – Jake Van Pernis 
 Mission Care and Resource Committee – Mary Jardine & Deirdre Harris 

Reports on Partnerships: 
Calgary Council of Churches: Vacant 
Camp Kannawin Representative:  Vacant 
Chair of Christian Thought Advisory Council:  Mary Rozsa de Coquet  

(no report) 
Calgary Interfaith Council: Mary Rozsa de Coquet (no report) 
Indigenous Gathering Place: Cathy Gale 
Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Lethbridge: Karen Robbins 
Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Medicine Hat: Joyce Engel (no report) 

 
 Presbytery Care and Resource Committee – Sandra Cameron Evans 
 

 Transition team – Heather Bryant (no report) 
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 Request for a consultation – Maren McLean Persaud, Christian Persaud or Tom 
Paasuke  
The request is for the purpose of seeking information, clarification, or general 
advice on how to proceed with a matter that concerns the presbyter. 
 

 Clerk’s report – Christian Persaud 

 Other Business 
Voluntary Withdrawal Committee (no report) 
 

 Enthusiasms and Concerns                                             Moderator  

 Prayers for the world and our role in it                         Moderator/Appointee 

 Time and place of next meeting                                      Moderator 
 

The next regular business meeting of the Presbytery will be Tuesday, November 25, 
2025 at 7pm by Zoom with Centennial as the worship leader. Reports due 
November 13 by noon.  
 
 
Adjournment 
Benediction 
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We Gather before God 

Worship                                                                  Host: St. Andrew’s, Lethbridge 

Adoption of Minutes – Clerk  

 
  Regular meeting:      September 23, 2025 
  
   
 

Correspondence – Clerk  

 
Recommendation: that the correspondence be dealt with as indicated below.  
 

Receive for Information 

25-111 A. Mann, Synod registration form, distributed 

25-112 J. Psarologos, Resource Kit for Students & Colleges Sunday, distributed 

25-113 C. Gale, National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, distributed 

25-114 M. Rozsa de Coquet, Religious Studies at U of C, distributed  

25-118 K. Muir, September changes to the roll, distributed 

25-119 P. Baek, Apple pie making fundraiser, distributed 

25-120 A. Mann, Synod registration forms due, distributed 

25-121 E. Mounce, Pick-up choir at Synod practice, distributed 

25-122 S. Cameron Evans, Group transport for Lethbridge, distributed 

25-123 D. Harris, Considering supporting during teachers’ strike, distributed 

25-124 C. Persaud, Presbytery Contact List, distributed 

 
Refer to the Clerk 

25-115 M. Copeland, YAR Program Fees - GA 2025 

25-117 M. Havens, Knox Bassano fire drill complete 
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Refer to Presbytery Care 

25-116 R. Finley, RFA response 

 

 
 
Interim Moderator’s Report for Centennial Church – Chandra Mannix (no report) 

 

Interim Moderator’s Report for Knox Church Calgary – Chris Joiner  
 
The following are the Terms of Reference for the Interim Moderator with 
appropriate updates. 
 
Interim leadership to guide the Session and congregation in moving expediently 
into an amalgamation with another congregation of the presbytery, ensuring 
appropriate stewardship of the congregation and assets. 
1. Active guidance and facilitation/coordination and convening of the 
Transition Team (managing the operational and administrative needs of 
Knox budget, rentals, etc.), the Conversation Team (discussions with 
potential congregations for amalgamation, the Session, and the 
Congregation. 

a. Transition Team – There have not been any Transition Team meetings 
since my last report. 
b. Conversation Team – This team’s work is complete and will not be 
meeting going forward. 
c. Session – The Session met once since my September report. 
d. Congregation – I have communicated updates to the congregation 
regarding the amalgamation decisions and will call a meeting once there 
is an amalgamation plan to consider. 

 
2. Work with Session and the congregation to prepare a decision for the 
future to bring to presbytery by June 30, 2025. If the decision is to 
amalgamate with an existing congregation, there will need to be 
confirmation of the decision by both sessions involved. 
Since this item is complete, it will not be in these reports going forward. 
 
3. Work with Session and congregation to prepare a detailed plan for the 
future to bring to presbytery by the October regular meeting (October 
21). 
 
In the September meeting the presbytery extended this deadline to mid-December. 
This report will reflect the change going forward. An email group has been 
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established for preliminary conversations. A meeting with both Sessions is taking 
place in late October. 
 
4. Work with Session, presbytery and a potential amalgamation partner to 
continue next steps for the building (at present these steps involve 
supporting presbytery’s due diligence around the future of the building, 
i.e., reviewing possibilities for development by the presbytery and/or 
facilitating the terms of an amalgamation plan where the building 
would be among assets to be considered. Any sale of the building would 
require presbytery’s approval of a formal request). 
Further action on this item will be determined after the joint meeting of the 
Sessions. 
 
5. Regular written communication to the congregation in conjunction with 
Session ensuring information is shared and questions and concerns are 
addressed. 
See 1.d above. 
 
6. Moderate Session and Congregational meetings. 
See 1.c above. 
7. Ensure that pastoral care and pulpit supply are in place (currently 
being managed by congregational volunteers) and address any potential 
conflicts of interest in pulpit supply. 
The volunteers continue to provide for these services. 
 
8. Ensure that regular communication about the process is continuing with 
renters, building users and with churches that have expressed interest. 
I have had two meetings with interested parties and maintained communication 
with other users of the building. The Session noted some concerns with some of 
the users in the last meeting and measures to communicate expectations were 
taken. 
 
9. Report regularly to the Presbytery 
These reports will happen at each regular meeting of presbytery. 
 
10. Encourage an awareness that presbytery is responsible for the general 
oversight and well-being of congregations and has the right, among 
other options, to “unite or disjoin congregations in pastoral charges, 
raise or reduce the status of charges as self-supporting…and to dissolve 
congregations…” (200.9). 
This continues to be in front of all involved. 
 
11. Will work with the support of the current Interim Moderator until 
June 30, 2025, to ensure continuity and progress of the process. 
As this item is closed out, it will no appear in these reports after this month. 
Knox continues to be grateful for the support and care of the presbytery in this 
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process. We hope to have positive movement on the amalgamation plan in the 
coming weeks and to have that reflected in my report to the November meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chris Joiner 
 

Committee Reports 
 
Clergy Care and Resource Committee – Chris Joiner & Daniel Surya (Co-

Conveners) 
 
1. Student Ministry at Centennial 
Daniel reported that Presbytery has approved Okelo to continue his student ministry with 
Centennial Presbyterian Church from October 2025 through June 2026. Stipend costs 
will be shared equally between Presbytery and Centennial. 
 
2. Committee Membership 
The Committee noted the departure of Pat Kover and asked whether Presbytery intends 
to appoint a replacement. 
 
3. Professional Development for Clergy 

● The Committee discussed whether winter Presbytery meetings on Zoom could be 
followed by Professional Development sessions. 
 

● Daniel will prepare a clergy survey (topics, timing, format) to be reviewed first by 
the Committee. Motion to proceed was made by Rod Ferguson, seconded by 
Lynn Judd, and carried. 
 

● One suggestion for a future PD event is to invite Pablo Kim Sun to speak on 
issues relating to the PCC. 
 

● Committee members are encouraged to send Daniel suggestions for survey 
content. 
 

4. Congregational Visitation 
Discussion was held about the role of the Clergy Care Committee in connection with 
congregational visitation. While visitation often focuses on Sessions and congregational 
life, the Committee emphasized the importance of including clergy well-being and family 
support in such visits. 
 
5. Social Gatherings 
The Committee affirmed the value of clergy and family social gatherings, historically 
organized by Harle Burnett and Mary Lil. An additional event in January (following 
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Christmas) was proposed, similar in style to the June BBQ. Motion by Lynn Judd, 
seconded by Sherry Shepherd, carried. 
 
6. Study Leave Records 
With Pat Kover’s departure, concern was raised about responsibility for tracking study 
leave information. Rod Ferguson will contact Pat and report back at the next meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Daniel Surya 
On behalf of the Clergy Care Committee 
 
 
Last Meeting: October 6, 2025  
Next Meeting: November 17, 2025 at 7pm via Zoom 

 

Congregation Care and Resource Committee – Jake Van Pernis (Convener)  

 
A. Visitation Teams Update 

The Congregational Committee (“CCC”) discussed encouraging members of Presbytery 
to complete any outstanding visits over the fall.  
See Visitation Team Chart. 

 
The CCC discussion then focused on improving engagement and support strategies for 
visitation teams. The ideas shared included:   

1. Assumptions about visitations need to be addressed and the visitation process 
needs to emphasize Presbytery’s desire to foster a relational and conversational 
approach between Presbytery and its congregations.   
 

2. Getting a fulsome assessment of congregations is difficult, so perhaps some pre-
assessment tool could be developed to help provide teams with a more fulsome 
understanding of what is happening within the congregation’s life together.  
The suggestion was also made that thematic conversation starters tailored to 
each congregation could be used to help assist visitation teams. 
    

3. Refining the visitation template will be an ongoing process. 
Action Item: Greg will conduct a quick review of the current templates and will 
bring suggestions for making the templates more concise and condensed.   
See templates for the Board of Managers, the Congregation, the Minister(s), and 
the Session here: https://calgarymacleod.ca/congregational-care-documents-
copy/  

 
4. The CCC also discussed the necessity of recommendations being a part of 

Visitation Reports. Members of the CCC feel that recommendations may not 
always be necessary, especially if the hope is visitations will foster a relational 
and conversational approach between Presbytery and its congregations. 

 

https://calgarymacleod.ca/congregational-care-documents-copy/
https://calgarymacleod.ca/congregational-care-documents-copy/


Reports for October 21, 2025     Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod Meeting                               8 
 

5. Some visitation teams will need to be reconfigured due to changes in the roll of 
Presbytery.  

i. Westminster Visitation Team 
ii. Centennial Visitation Team  

 
 
St. Giles Presbyterian Church 
A team of Heather Byrant, Maren McLean-Persaud, and Jake Van Pernis still need to 
arrange a date to meet with the Session of St. Giles as a part of the follow-up from 
recommendations stemming from the St. Giles Visitation Report. 
 
Representation from Congregational Care Committee Needed 
Nominations were discussed for: 
- A representative to serve on the Presbytery Care Committee. 
- A representative to join the Amalgamation Team for Knox / St. Giles. 
 
Committee members were asked if to discern if they were willing to serve in either of 
these capacities.   
 
Varsity Acres Visitation Report 
The CCC reviewed the Varsity Acres Visitation Report. It was noted that 
recommendations in the report may be collapsed for clarity. 
 
Mediation 
Greg expressed willingness to offer mediation services to churches within the 
Presbytery. A recommendation was made for Greg to review visitation reports to identify 
where mediation may be beneficial. 
 

Other Business 

1. The Presbytery will come to the CCC for a recommended budget in October 
2025. 

2. Jake will speak with Maren about the event being planned with the Rev. Dr. 
Jeffery Crawford about the evolving nature of the Elder role.  

3. Jake will speak to people within Presbytery regard Marj Haven’s status on the 
committee as Marj is no longer the Representative Elder from Knox-Bassano.   

 
Last Meeting: October 7, 2025 at 1pm by Zoom  
Next Meeting:  
 

Mission Care and Resource Committee – Deirdre Harris & Mary Jardine (Co-

Conveners) 
 
Trinity Fund Applications for Mission and New Ministries: 
The Committee is in the process of recruiting an additional Adjudication team member to 
replace Hugh Jack who is unable to continue.  There was a suggestion to recruit a 
woman for better balance on the team.  It is not a requirement to have someone from 
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the appendix. Presbyters are encouraged to think of possible members and send names 
to John Chik. 
 
The decision was made to keep the reporting structure as it is with the Adjudication team 
reporting to the MCRC committee and MCRC reporting to Presbytery.  This would 
change if the Adjudication team becomes a commission in the future.  
 
Re communication: A concern was expressed in the last granting round that there was 
no opportunity for clarification and questions between the Adjudication team and the 
applicants. It was suggested to add into the granting process the ability of the 
Adjudication team to ask questions (via e-mail) of the applicants before a decision is 
made. 
 
Re Terms of Reference:  A number of changes have been suggested to streamline the 
TOR and make it more flexible.  The decision was made to give the MCRC one more 
month to see how the current granting process goes before submitting the changes to 
Presbytery. 
 
Walk As We – An Urban, Ecumenical Indigenous Ministry: 
The proposal remains in the early stages of development.  A number of questions are 
outstanding.  For example, has consideration been given to partnering with an existing 
organization (e.g. Hummingbird Ministries)? Deirdre and Mary will follow up with Rev. 
Laurie McKay and Layne Kilbreath. 
 
Partnerships:  
Current Partnerships (and funding): 

• Indigenous Gathering Place ($1,000/year)  

• Calgary Interfaith Council ($350/year)  

• Chair of Christian Thought ($1,000/year)  

• Ecumenical Campus (Lethbridge)($6,000/year)  

• Ecumenical Campus (Medicine Hat) ($3,000/year)  

 
There are two primary Goals: 

1. Support and facilitate individual congregations in their exploration of local 

partnerships 

2. Provide direct support to partnerships that benefit the Christian community as a 

whole.  

Partnership support often comes with the understanding that there will be active 
participation as well as funding. It will be important to keep this in mind given the limited 
capacity of Presbyters. For example, we did not renew the partnership with the Calgary 
Interfaith Council because we did not have anyone committed to being involved with the 
group. We could solicit representatives from the congregations to be involved with the 
partnerships. It does not have to be a Presbyter. 
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Re Reporting Structure:  Given that partnerships fall under the MCRC, it would make 
sense to have the partnership representatives report through the MCRC.  The MCRC 
will reach out to partnership representatives to create a process for reporting. 
 
Committee Recruitment:  
The committee welcomed two new members:  Okelo Aballa from Centennial 
Presbyterian Church and Gergely Kasa from Calvin Hungarian Presbyterian Church. 
 
Work Plan:  
The committee is exploring an opportunity to bring the Mission reps together in the new 
year.  Many of the churches in the Presbytery are involved in supporting refugees.  The 
committee is exploring how we might create an opportunity to gather with “refugees” as 
the focus of discussion.   
There were three primary areas that emerged from the survey undertaken last year:  
Indigenous Truth and Reconciliation, Food Security, and Mental Health. It is 
encouraging to see that several churches have undertaken initiatives in these areas.  
For example, Rev. Heather at St. John’s in Medicine Hat led a tour of the facilities that 
address food insecurity. Grace Church hosted a transformative event with the Stardale 
Women’s Group on September 30.  St. Andrew’s has expanded the Neechi-Mart 
Program.  These are just a few highlights. 
 
 
 

 

 

Reports on Partnerships: 
Calgary Council of Churches: Vacant 

Camp Kannawin Representative:  Vacant 

Chair of Christian Thought Advisory Council:  Mary Rozsa de Coquet (No Report) 

Calgary Interfaith Council: Mary Rozsa de Coquet (No Report)  

Indigenous Gathering Place: Cathy Gale  

Having the opportunity to hand deliver the Presbytery’s 2024 financial donation to the 
IGP, I recently arranged a meeting with Dan Doherty, the IGP Treasurer. Co-Chairs 
Buddie Dixon and Shawna Morning Bull were unable to join us. My conversation with 
Dan was friendly, instructive and informative, confirming news from the late summer.  
 
As mentioned in my September report, the IGPS and the City of Calgary renewed their 
partnership in August. With clearer and stronger pathways for accountability in place for 
both parties, the IGP is hopeful for more information from the City before the late 
October IGP Board meeting. Work on location details, with a renewed vision of what the 
gathering place will encompass, will follow. The IGP hopes to be able to share more 
information about next steps through a public community gathering later this fall; I will 
attend if possible. 



Reports for October 21, 2025     Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod Meeting                               11 
 

 
I appreciated the time that Dan took to meet with me. He is one of the few non-
Indigenous Board members and brings important perspective to his work as Treasurer. 
As a CPA, he well-versed in colonial practices and can “walk in both worlds” to the 
benefit of the IGP. He reassured me that IGP is very grateful for the financial support it 
receives from the presbytery, and its accounting is sound and well managed. Our 
meeting was a way to continue building the connection and relationship between the 
presbytery and the IGP. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cathy Gale 
 

 

Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Lethbridge: Karen Robbins 

 

Ecumenical Campus Ministry Lethbridge 
October 2025 

Summer is often little quieter than throughout the semesters, though it was still a busy 

time. It allowed more time for Chaplain Erin Phillips to catch up with faculty and staff, as 

will as present and past students. 

 

As the new academic year began at the University of Lethbridge and Lethbridge 

Polytechnic, a number of events took place. 

• University of Lethbridge 

o The Campus Blessing with Chaplain Erin and Elder Shirlee Crow Shoe 

was held on the University Hall patio. Kathleen Massey (Vice Provost, 

Students) and Crystal Volk (Executive Assistant to the Vice Provost) 

handed out popsicles to students, which has become a tradition following 

the Blessing to welcome back students. 

o Chaplain Erin is helping to orient the new Orthodox chaplain. 

• Lethbridge Polytechnic  

o As a relaxing pastime of learning to knit and crochet was a big hit by 

students last year. There is a renewed interest in starting another 

knitting/crocheting/cross-stitch club. 

o The Poverty Survey and interviews conducted last year are currently being 

analysed.  

• Both U of L and Polytechnic  

o Smiles and Snacks brought a positive response and lots of returning 

students. This weekly event is highly anticipated by students and faculty 

and staff on both campuses. 
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The Anglican Church of Ascension (Coaldale, AB), where Rev. Canon Erin Phillips is the 

priest, and six of other churches including St. Andrew’s (Lethbridge) co-sponsored Rev. 

Maggie Helwig’s talk about the unhoused at Word on the Street festival at the Lethbridge 

Public Library. Her book, Encampment: Resistance, Grace and an Unhoused 

Community, chronicles the experience of her parish, Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-

Fields in Toronto, ON. as the site of an encampment. It was a powerful view into how 

one municipality dealt with the situation. The unhoused is part of society in large and 

small communities. 

 

Work of the Ecumenical Campus Ministry Lethbridge Board: 

• Updating the Bylaws 

• Reviewing ECM Lethbridge’s mission, vision and value statements 

• Discussion has begun around establishing a digital infrastructure for ECM 

Lethbridge 

 

Respectively submitted, 
Karen Robbins 
 

 

Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Medicine Hat: Joyce Engel (No Report)  

 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deirdre Harris & Mary Jardine 
 
Next Meeting: November 14, 2025: 1:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Presbytery Care and Resource Committee – Sandra Cameron Evans 

(Convener) 
 
Presbytery Secretary 
A candidate has been interviewed and references are being checked. 
 
Determining Future Presbytery Priorities/Monies from the Closing of St. Andrew’s, Fort 
Macleod 
A proposal from Finley + Associates was received in response to our Request for 
Assistance.  The committee was in agreement that this proposal meets the presbytery 
need to facilitate determining future presbytery-wide priorities.   More information will be 
forthcoming.  
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Presbytery Committee for Valleyview Voluntary Withdrawal 
The Rev. Bruce Clendening has agreed to replace the Rev. Mark Tremblay on this 
committee. 
 
Amalgamation Support Team 
The Presbytery Care and Resource Committee is working to finalize the membership of 
this committee as soon as possible. 
 
Nominations for Moderator of the 2026 General Assembly 
Please forward any suggestions for nominations to Sandra Cameron Evans. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra Cameron Evans 
 
Last meeting: October 9 at 9:30AM by Zoom 
Next meeting: November 5 at 9:30AM by Zoom 

 
Transition Team – Heather Bryant (No Report)  

 

Request for a consultation – Maren McLean Persaud, Christian Persaud or Tom 

Paasuke 
The request is for the purpose of seeking information, clarification, or general advice on 
how to proceed with a matter that concerns the presbyter. 

 

Clerk’s report – Christian Persaud 

 
PCC National Church Grants 
The application from St. Andrew’s, Calgary was approved for a first-year grant of  
$10 000 from the New and Renewing Ministry Fund to support the launch of the  
Neechi-Mart Program. 
 
 
Memorials and Petitions 
The deadline for receiving Petitions for the 2026 General Assembly is Wednesday, April 
1, 2026. Those received after this date will be returned to the presbytery/synod clerk 
after the General Assembly and may be re-submitted to a future Assembly. 
 
 
Remits and Study Papers 
It would be appreciated if two presbyters (one clergy, one elder) would look at a remit 
and report back by the February meeting. The 2025 remit deals with assistance for 
Interim Moderators when there is no minister of Word and Sacraments available to carry 
out range of responsibilities for a pastoral charge, and thereby commissioning a 
ruling elder or a member of the Order of Diaconal Ministries to assist. 
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Please let the clerk know if you are interested in serving on this team. The proposed 
legislation would be sent for review, there would be a short meeting by Zoom to share 
thoughts, and the clerk would prepare a report for an upcoming presbytery meeting. A 
response to the 2025 remit is due by April 1, 2026.  
 
 
Overtures 
REFERRED OVERTURES must be received by February 1, 2026. If received by this 
date, the committee to which the overture is referred is expected to respond in June or 
request permission of the Assembly for an extension of time. (Book of Forms 296.1.1) If 
a referred overture is received after this date but before April 1, 2026, it will be treated as 
an unreferred overture and included in the report. 
 
UNREFERRED OVERTURES must be received by April 1, 2026. Any overtures 
received after this date will be held by the Clerks of Assembly for presentation to the 
next Assembly, with the provision that the originator of the overture will be asked by the 
Assembly Office if they wish to stipulate a referral to a committee, in which case that 
committee may begin formulating a response at any time. Book of Forms 296.3.1 
 
 
Budget Submissions 
Please send your requests for the 2026 budget to the clerk and treasurer 
 
 
Representative Elders & Contact List 
Please send updates and information if it is missing. 
 
 
Congregational Records Check 
 
The request for 2025 congregational records check will be going out soon. 
2024 records check have not been received from:  
Centennial; Knox, Calgary; St. Giles; St. Paul’s; Valleyview. 
 

On May 6, 2025 the presbytery passed this motion: 
MOVED by C. Persaud, seconded by S. Cameron Evans that the clerk 
communicate with the above congregations asking them to indicate the reason(s) 
why the Congregational Records Checks have not been completed. CARRIED 

 
An email was sent asking the respective Minister, Interim Moderator, or Clerk of Session 
from the above congregations to be in touch regarding updates on a congregation’s 
progress towards completing the records check, or to share why it is still outstanding 
along with an anticipated date for completion. No responses have been received.  
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Fire Drill 
Both Knox, Bassano and Westminster held their annual fire drill on September 28. 
 
 
Upcoming: St. Andrew’s, Calgary; St. Andrew’s, Lethbridge; St. John’s (October) 
St. Giles (November) 
 
Overdue 

• Calvin (September) 

• Grace (September) 

• Varsity Acres (July) 

• Centennial (April) 

• St. Paul’s (February) 

• Gem (January) 

• Knox, Calgary (November 2024) 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Christian Persaud 
 

Other Business 
 
Voluntary Withdrawal Committee (No Report)  

 

Enthusiasms and Concerns 
 

Prayers for the world and our role in it                         Moderator/Appointee 

Time and place of next meeting                                 Moderator 
 
The next regular business meeting of the Presbytery will be Tuesday, November 25, 
2025 at 7pm by Zoom with Centennial as the worship leader. Reports due November 13 
by noon. 
 
 
Adjournment 
Benediction 

 

 


